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In the sixteenth century, artists and historians working for the Ottoman
court in Istanbul produced multiple works of Ottoman history that
eulogized the ruling elite. The books varied in content: some described
the reign of a particular sultan, others focused on the military campaigns
of a courtier, yet others were universal histories that fit the Ottoman
dynasty into a long line of rulers including Old Testament prophets and
pre-Islamic Persian heroes from the Shahnama (Book of Kings). This talk
will examine Zubdat al Tawarikh, an illustrated universal history that
was made for the ruler Murad III (r. 1574-1595) and its models. Through
the paintings of this and other Ottoman histories, we will trace changes
in the Ottoman concept of the ideal ruler during the sixteenth century.
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