University of Houston
African American Studies Department
2026 EMERGE Leadership Institute Application
Thank you for your interest in the 2026 EMERGE Leadership Institute at the University of Houston!
The EMERGE Leadership Institute is designed to support high school juniors and seniors who are committed to leadership, academic excellence, and community impact. Please complete the application below. All responses should be typed directly into this form.
Please complete all required sections before submitting.

Section 1: Student Information
Full Name
(Last, First, Middle)
Home Address
(Street Address, City, State, Zip Code)
Ethnicity
Date of Birth
(MM/DD/YYYY)
Gender
☐ Female
☐ Male
Adult T-Shirt Size
Email Address
(Please use an email address you check regularly.)

Current School Name
School Type
(Check all that apply.)
☐ Public
☐ Parochial
☐ Private
☐ Charter
Current Grade Level
School District
How did you learn about the EMERGE Leadership Institute?
(Teacher, counselor, social media, website, friend, school visit, etc.)

Section 2: Student Essay
Essay Prompt (250 words maximum)
Describe your leadership experiences and your future goals.
How do you believe the EMERGE Leadership Institute will help you grow academically, personally, and as a leader?
Please write your response in the space provided below. Be thoughtful, clear, and specific.

Section 3: Teacher Recommendation
A teacher recommendation letter is required to complete your application.
Your teacher should submit a letter that speaks to:
· Your academic performance
· Your leadership potential
· Your character and responsibility



Instructions for submission:
· The recommendation letter may be uploaded directly through this form OR
· Emailed to: cknight3@cougarnet.uh.edu
Please make sure your teacher includes your full name in the letter.

Before You Submit
✔ Review your answers for accuracy and completeness.
✔ Confirm that your essay is no more than 250 words.
✔ Ensure your teacher’s recommendation has been submitted or is in progress.
We look forward to reviewing your application and learning more about your leadership journey.
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