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THE CENTER FOR MEXICAN AMERICAN

STUDIESAND LATINO/A STUDIES (CMALS) AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON WAS ESTABLISHED IN
1972 AS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY ACADEMIC
PROGRAM ENCOMPASSING THE LIBERAL ARTS,
EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SCIENCES FOCUSING
ON THE MEXICAN AMERICAN AND BROADER
LATINO EXPERIENCE IN THE U.S.
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To advance knowledge, promote critical
thinking and foster the value of service to
the community. This involves designing a
oroad spectrum of public and scholarly

programs.
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OUR STRATEGIC FOCUS INVOLVES (1)
RESEARCH; (2) ACADEMICS; (3)
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT; AND (4)
SERVING AS THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE
NATIONAL RESEARCH CONSORTIUM, THE
INTER UNIVERSITY PROGRAM ON LATINO
RESEARCH [2018-2024].
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CMALS WAS ORIGINALLY FORMED TO
PROVIDE ACADEMIC SUPPORT TO
STUDENTS. THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS
PROGRAM HAS BEEN IN PLACE FOR THIRTY
YEARS AND HAS RECEIVED NATIONAL
RECOGNITION AND STATE LEVEL
RECOGNITION (E.G., TEXAS STAR AWARD).
CMALS HAS ALSO PROVIDED A MINOR IN
MEXICAN AMERICAN AND LATINO/A
STUDIES AND IN 2022, CMALS BEGAN
IMPLEMENTING ITS NEWLY APPROVED AND
APPLIED MAJOR IN MEXICAN AMERICAN
AND LATINO/A STUDIES.
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2023-2024

Mexican American & Latino/a Applied Studies

Enterprise Applications

Designed for students who want to
pursue a career in the business world
& take advantage of opportunities
offered by the region’s multicultural
economy.

Major in Mexican
American and Latino/a
Studies
9 students

Quantitative Methods &
Public Policy

Designed for students who want to
pursue a career in government or
non-profits with a focus on Data
Analysis and Public Policy

Latino/a Cultural Studies

Designed for students who want to
pursue a career in the humanities,
communications, or social sciences,
particularly History, Spanish,
Sociology, and Latino/a Studies

Minor in Mexican

American and Latino/a

Studies

32 students
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'ABOUT AAP - UH

The Center for Mexican American and Latino/a Studies (CMALS) at the University of
Houston was established in 1972 as an interdisciplinary academic program
encompassing the liberal arts, education and social science focusing on the Mexican
American and broader Latino experience in the U.S. Its mission is to advance
knowledge, promote critical thinking and foster the value designing a broad spectrum
of public and scholarly programs. Located within the College of Liberal Arts and Social
Science, CMALS has evolved into an academic unit with several major components:
teaching, research and publications, recruitment and retention, leadership training,

academic advising and community service

EXAMPLE of
EXCELENCIA
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!’ABUUT AAP - AUSTIN

The Academic Achievers Program is sponsored by the Center for Mexicauv A1acican and
Latino/a Studies at the University of Houston in partnership with Stephen F. Austin
High School. It was established in 1985 to help students achieve excellent academic
standing, high school graduation, and college enrollment.
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The Academic Achievers Program (AAP) was established in 1994. The
mission of the AAP at the University of Houston is to recruit
underrepresented students and increase retention to graduation through

research-based practices.
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At the heart of
food and service
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) CROSSING LATINIDADES PRE-
DISSERTATION FELLOWSHIP

The 2022-2023 Fellow is Javier Franco. The fellow receives full
financial support, peer networking, faculty mentoring and research

opportunities with a funded research project in the Consortium.
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Latino cARTographies

Mapping the Past, Present and Future of Houston Latino Art

UNIVERSITYOT HOUSTON~—

CMALS -

This portable, bilingual, and interactive digital artscape is a community-centered
permanent tribute to the artistic and cultural contributions of Houston’s Latino artists,
Latino arts organizations, and the Latino communities they serve. The board, funded by
the University of Houston, is the result of a three-year collaboration led by Dr. Quiroz,
with the curatorial leadership of former vice president of the National Museum of
Mexican Art in Chicago, Juana Guzmadn, the CMALS Research Team, and the International
Gibson Group. As a permanent yet dynamic visual archive, Latino cARTographies is
designed to educate and engage the public.

To date, Latino cARTographies has mapped 233 artists, 2,500 images, 7 Latino
communities, 80 landmarks, 17 arts organizations, and other sites of importance to
Houston’s Latino communities.

In 2022, CMALS received a $500,000 gift from Houston Endowment to expand the
digital board.
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Born in El Salvador and a first-generation college
student, Karen is currently in her second year of
graduate school in the Department of Sociology at
the University of Houston. Her research is focusing
in Latinas providing hospice and end-of-life care in
the United States.

Currently a Latino graduate student in Sociology,
David’s research interests involves investigating
social phenomena within Latino populations in
America that are creating social stratification and
how to solve those problems.




27 Annual Report 2022/2023

Ecuadorian physicist currently pursuing a PhD in
Quantum Physics. Pablo has a strong record of
modeling real-world systems using a combination
of experimental, theoretical, and computational
tools. His current research interests are centered
around quantum simulations, optimization,
communications, quantum computing education,
and modeling complex systems using machine
learning algorithms.

A Master’s student at the University of Houston
enrolled in the Sociology graduate program. Iran
obtained her Bachelor’s degree in sociology at the
University of North Texas and as a first generation
Mexican-American, she aims to inspire and uplift
those in her community.
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Salon CMALS de Cultura presents
Latin American Women Artists of Houston

A third component of
CMALS is Community
Engagement. The Center
has along history of
serving the Houston Latino
community. In addition to

the community service

i 3 "‘x . .

performed by our StudentS, Yolanda Velazquez COLOMEIA Rosalinda Toro COLOMBIA
Moderated by Juana Guzman, a national arts strategist and

. former Vice President of the National Museum of Mexican Art.

ln 2022'2023 CMALS ‘The Salon will be a conversation with six internationally known

Latin-American women artists based in Houston. They will

hosted the Latin American share their artistic vision, insights, journeys, best practices

and lessons learned. Join us for an enjoyable evening about
the artistic life. Space is limited, please reserve your spot.

Women Artists of Houston.

Free and open to the public.

Wednesday, February 22nd
5:30pm to 6:30pm Reception
6:30pm to 8:00pm Presentation
7:30pm to 8pm Q & A Session

Location:
Institute of Hispanic Culture of Houston
3315 Sul Ross Street, Houston, Texas

REGISTER HERE
Sponsored by the Jeseph 5. Werlin Seciclogy Faculty Award to Promote Latin

American-U.5. Cultural Understanding Endowment and by the
Center for Mexican American and Latinola Studies at University of Houston.

'HOUSTON

0 WENCAN AMUSICAN
S LATINCSA SUCHES
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In spring of 2023, CMALS provided the city’s first Latino artist
immersive program free to the public. During the first two
weeks of April, the 45 minute Immersive Program was
presented eight times free to the public at the Houston
Scottish Rites facility. The estimated number of attendees
[using EventBrite] was 1600.
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Location Date Time frame

Art in the Heart Grand Opening | May 28", 2022 1 day

Slalom September 15, 2022

Houston Scottish Rite — September 292022 1 day

Unveiling*

Mayor’s Hispanic Advisory October 26, 2022 1day

Board

The Heritage Society October 29t 2022 1 day

Alley Theater November 30t 2022 — January 43 days
11th 2023

Debbie Harwell’s Class March 6, 2023 1 day

Houston Scottish Rite for Latino | April 1, April 2, April 8, and April | 4 days

cARTographies Immersive* 9, 2023

Public Interest Communications | June 13%™, 2023 1day

Event at the Hilton Shamrock

Ballroom

8th Annual Statewide Summit June 24, 2023 1 day

on Mexican American Studies at

Lone Star College-Houston

North Fallbrook

The Heritage Society September 11 — September 25 | 14 days

lon Houston* October 11 — November 16 36 days

(OmniSpace360 featured
segments of immersive October
13%)

2023

*Features Immersive

Latino cARTographies

Mapping the Past, Present and Future of Houston Latino Art
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66

A professor of mine once argued that the greatest
enemy of academic freedom in the university is the
norms that exist about what kinds of questions and
issues may be raised and what kinds of questions may
not be raised. As scholars we often hesitate to raise

issues that might lead to eliciting disapproval, not only

from university administrators but also from
colleagues who we see regularly or whose regard we
seek in our disciplines. Consequently, we often end up
discussing matters of social justice only in “safe”
environments such as academic conferences.
However, our colleague and former President of the American Sociological Association,
Mary Romero points out that in this time of increasing social inequality we must embrace
scholarship that challenges social injustice. The normalization of racism, nationalism
and xenophobia demands we reexamine objectivity and detachment in research and its
contribution to reinforcing status hierarchies and inequalities.

The mission of the IUPLR is to advance the intellectual presence of Latinos in the United
States. It is also focused on addressing the issues that impact our Latino communities and
our country. In the past few years we have seen numerous attacks on Latino communities
— immigrants and citizens, adults and children. The dilemma of citizenship has arisen
even in the military as veterans are being deported. And when we are not being featured
as criminals and invaders, we are all but invisible in the media. The outcome of various
policies has led to significant, persistent, and growing discrepancies in inequalities. As a
consequence, the progress of our Latino communities remains stymied even as resistance
to our communities has increased. The result is a climate of demoralization and
diminished trust by Latinos in our polity.
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I l-l I L I HOME ABOUT EXPERTS

INTER-UNIVERSITY PROGRAM
for LATINO RESEARCH

EVENTS CONTACT US

DIGITAL
RESEARCH
PROJECTS

\rtchive

As the academic leader of developing the intellectual presence of Latinos in the U.S.
the IUPLR possesses the analytic tools necessary to support our communities to
fight economic, political, and social injustice. It informs public debate about health,
transnational communities, education, family, immigration, arts and culture,
disaster and environmental impact, and a host of issues impacting not only Latinos
but also the nation.

While we would all like to believe in a meritocracy, even those of us who have
benefited from the system in which we live and work, understand we have a long
way to go before we collectively realize the promise of the American dream. And so,
our community and the sense of obligation toward it, leads inevitably to the asking
of inconvenient questions without constraint. Research practices embedded in
dispassionate and mainstream theories and methodologies, and policies that
promote “meritocratic” systems when applied within a political and economic
system whose origins are inherently unequal, are the systems that must be
reassessed and critiqued to disrupt and transcend boundaries.

We as a community of IUPLR scholars exist within the larger community. Without a
sense of justice or what is right, this sense of obligation and community cannot
thrive. We therefore must engage research designed to invoke greater equity in our
society if we are to remain consonant with our proposed mission. Our research and
our work in classrooms, universities, and the larger community is designed to
provide alternative ways not only of seeing and understanding the world but also of

living in it.
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