Mars Habitation

DAY 15 - MARTIAN LANGUAGE

Objectives:
e Students will create a new alphabet for their martian community

Time: 2 hours

Materials:
e Pens, Markers, Crayons
e Paper

Prepare:

e Print out examples of different alphabets from websites (these are attached and labeled
with the numbers below)
Russian (1)

Greek (2)

Latin (3)

Sign Language (4)
Egyptian (5)
Arabic (6)
Japanese (7)
Chinese (8)

Use index cards or paper to write each of the alphabet’s language origin — make three copies.


http://www.friends-partners.org/oldfriends/language/russian-alphabet.html

Activity (step by step)
STEP 1: Recap from Last Session

1. Explain that you will be creating new examples of the cultural elements you talked
about last session.

2. Ask students to remember what four key elements you were focusing on (Language,
Food, Clothing and Music).

3. Explain that today you will be creating a new martian language.

STEP 2: Discussion/Intro activity

1. Display the examples of different alphabets that you found from the internet. Do not
post what the language is. Put students into their teams. Each team receives a set of
the language cards and must work together to decide which language they think each
alphabet comes from. Discuss.

2. Guiding Questions

a. Why is language important to culture?

b. Why are there so many different languages?

c. What languages do people speak in our community?
d. What language will we speak on Mars?

3. Intheir groups, decide whether you will use symbols, letters or signs for the new
martian alphabet. Discuss the benefits of each. Encourage students to research more

languages on internet, or to model their new alphabet on other existing languages.

STEP 3: Activity:

1. Have students work in pairs.
2. Assign each pair a set of letters from the alphabet.
3. Using paper, pencils, pens, crayons, whatever works, give students time to develop the

new alphabet.



When all the student groups have completed their section of the alphabet, create a
formal display alphabet. Take a digital picture of this, or scan it into computer.

Have students write some “notes” to each other using the new alphabet.

STEP 4: Writing

Remember that you can write your book however you want. These writing lessons are to

provide structure if they students do not know where to start.

If you are writing a narrative remember that Language and Words have power. Think
about mottos and songs — how they can build you up, remind you of a specific time in
your life, make you happy or make you sad. In your everyday life on Mars, is your
language formal? Slang? Is there a hierarchy? For example, do you have ways of
speaking to your superiors? How do you talk with your friends? Have you created slang
words for certain things like food or activities or weather?

If you are writing letters, write to your Earth pen pal in your new language. It can be a
simple letter home about anything. Include an English translation!

If you are writing an ABC book write the English translation of a Martian word that you
made up. For example make up a word for the weird food you are eating, or a word that
means good friend or even a word for what it is like being outside in a storm or the color

of the sky. (Hint: This might help you with difficult letters like Q or X or Z. Be creative.
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