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Dear Students, Families, Alumni, Colleagues, and Friends:

Welcome to the 46th annual Fall Convocation! Each year, we gather with our campus partners
to celebrate the start of the new academic year and welcome a new class to the University of
Houston’s Honors College. Fall Convocation is also our chance to recognize individuals who
contribute to excellence at the University of Houston through their work in and with the
Honors College.

Honors education provides a unique environment for the development of highly motivated
UH students. Our curriculum teaches them to think deeply and broadly and to speak and write
clearly with a critical eye. Our programs outside the classroom engage undergraduates across
the University in meaningful personal and professional growth.

This liberal arts education prepares talented students of all majors for success in both

their personal and professional lives. Discussions about what it means to be human — our
responsibilities to ourselves and others — set the foundation for living an examined life. Their
increasing expertise in self-knowledge and reflective thinking complements the skills they
develop in their majors. This powerful combination results from collaborations across campus,
and we are grateful for our many campus partners.

The past academic year marked many important milestones. We established an Office

of Community Engagement to support various ways our students are involved in local
communities. We also created an Honors College Campus Council to improve communication
and collaboration among our undergraduate college partners. Supported by the Office of
Undergraduate Research and Major Awards, the College celebrated 20 years of Undergraduate
Research Day with the largest number of student participants ever. Students continued

to earn record numbers of undergraduate competitive awards, including the University’s

third Marshall Scholarship, second Gates Cambridge Scholarship, 13th Barry Goldwater
Scholarship, and fourth Phi Beta Kappa Key into Public Service Scholarship. UH was also
recognized for the fourth time as a Fulbright Student Top Producing Institution.

Now we welcome our class of 2030, who will soar to their heights over the next four years.
Enjoy this evening of celebration with us as we begin a new academic year together!

Heidi Appel
Dean, The Honors College



FarLrL. CONVOCATION

TuE HoNORS COLLEGE ¢« UNIVERSITY OF HoUusTON

WELCOME

WELCOMING
REMARKS

MusicaL
ACCOMPANIMENT

KeyNOTE
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Heidi Appel
Dean, The Honors College

Renu Khator
President, University of Houston

Vinh Pham
Saxophonist

Hy Cao
Pianist

Joshua Ellis, M.D., MPH ('12)

Attending Faculty Physician and

Clerkship Director of Emergency Medicine,
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences

Brenda Rhoden
Assistant Dean, Student Success
Director, Leadership Studies

Ben Rayder
Assistant Dean, Undergraduate Research,
Major Awards and Learning Abroad/Away

Jonathan Williamson
Associate Dean, Academic Programs
and Faculty Affairs

Background art: Shine and Rise (detail). Randy Twaddle, 2007. The Honors Commons.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Josuua ELLis ('12)

Joshua Ellis, M.D., MPH, class of 2012,
is an attending faculty physician at the
University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences (UAMS). He currently

serves as the Clerkship Director of
Emergency Medicine at UAMS, and
also the Clinical Director of Project
Heal, an NIH-funded hospital-based
violence intervention program, which
focuses on preventing gun violence
recidivism.

Dr. Ellis graduated from the University
of Houston with a bachelor’s degree

in history and a minor in Medicine

& Society from the Honors College.
While a University of Houston student,
he served as Honors Ambassador
President and was recognized for

his contributions to student life on
campus by receiving the Honors’
College Outstanding Senior Service Award, the Honors’ College Arete Award, and the
University of Houston Dean’s Award for his contributions to student life on campus.

After completing his undergraduate degree, he graduated from Howard University
College of Medicine and completed his emergency medicine residency at the
Mayo Clinic, followed by an education fellowship in Emergency Medicine at
Harvard Medical School. He also received a master’s degree in public health with a
concentration in health policy at the T.H. Chan Harvard School of Public Health.

After his fellowship, Dr. Ellis joined the faculty at the Harvard Medical School before
joining the faculty and medical staff at UAMS in 2024. He has received numerous
awards including the Mayo Clinic Golden Stethoscope Educator of the Year Award,
National Society of Academic Emergency Medicine (SAEM) for Outstanding Early
Career Academician in 2024 and the 40 under 40 Leaders in Minority Health by the
National Minority Quality Forum in 2024.

Dr. Ellis and his husband, the Rev. CJ. Fowler, live in Little Rock.
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SAXOPHONIST
VINH PHAM

Vinh Pham is a senior in the Honors College and the College
of Natural Sciences at the University of Houston. He is
majoring in biology and minoring in Medicine & Society.
With an interest in pediatrics, Vinh works with Dr. Thang
Hoang and healthcare providers at his hometown pediatrics
clinic. He also conducts research in STEM education with
Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel. As a musician, Vinh has
played alto and soprano saxophone for many years in quartet,
concert band, marching band, and orchestral settings. Vinh
is currently an Honors College mentor who takes pride in
supporting and growing alongside his peers.

PiANIST
Hy Cao

Hy Cao is a senior in the Honors College and the College

of Natural Sciences and Mathematics at the University of
Houston, majoring in biochemistry. He conducts research
with Dr. Preethi Gunaratne to develop vaccines for gene
fusions in cancer treatment. In addition to his academic
pursuits, Cao has played the piano for many years, and also
volunteers at the MD Anderson play room to entertain
children undergoing cancer treatment. Currently, Cao serves
as an Honors College mentor, guiding and supporting fellow
i I students in their academic and personal growth.

MUSICAL SELECTION
SeEacuLL, TosH10 MASHIMA (2012)

“I chose Seagull as a reminder to enjoy the view that the journey to freedom and
independence brings. I hope that our students, like the seagull, will spread their wings
to reach their destination and beyond.” — Vinh Pham



ADMINISTRATION

FACULTY AND STAFF

Heidi Appel
Dean, The Honors College

Stuart Long
Associate Dean,
Undergraduate Research

Jonathan Williamson
Associate Dean, Academic
Programs and Faculty Affairs

Brenda Rhoden
Assistant Dean, Student Success
Director, Leadership Studies

Benjamin Rayder

Assistant Dean, Undergraduate
Research, Major Awards and
Learning Abroad/Away

Haley Baker
Assistant to the Dean

Rikki Bettinger
Director, Office of Undergraduate
Research and Major Awards

Megan Booth
Manager, Academic Records &4
Registration

Julia Brown
Manager, Communications

Any’A Creeks
Manager, Information Technology

Brenda Cruz-Wolf
Photographer and Videographer

Colleen Davies
Academic Adviser,
Bauer Honors Program

Livia Garza

Program Manager, Office of
Undergraduate Research and
Major Awards

Rob Glass
Director, Honors Debate Program

Sarah Gnospelius
Administrative Director,
Bauer Honors Program

James Hays
Development Officer

Martha Hayes
Executive Director,
Communications

Jennifer Hennessy
Director, Admissions €/
Recruitment

Christopher Herrin
Department Business
Administrator

Monique Joseph
Program Director, Community
Engagement

Andrew Kapral
Director, Engaged Data Science

Alison Leland
Director, Honors Pre-Law and
Public Service

Lorena Lopez
Director, College Business
Operations

Larry Lyke
Academic Adviser

Erika Manriquez
Community Health Worker

Rida Nasir
Program Manager

Jacqline Njeri
Program Manager, Admissions €/
Recruitment

Alejandro Quijano-Martinez
Program Director, Community
Health Workers Initiative

Aaron Reynolds
Academic Adviser

Loretta Sirrieh
Coordinator, Constituent Events

Cara Shokler
Program Director, Community
Health Workers Initiative

Katie Welsh

Program Manager, Office of
Undergraduate Research and
Major Awards

Alice Yang
Manager, Recruitment &/
Scholarships



TeacHING FacuLty

Mohan Ambikaipaker
Director, CLASS Honors Program

Michael Barnes
Michelle Belco
Hayan Charara
Ann Cheek

Carol Cooper
Cindy Dawson
Akua Debra
Christian Eberhart
Jamie Ferguson
Bryn Ford

Eric Frith

Colleen Gallagher
Interim Director, Medicine €4
Society

Richard Garner

Dustin Gish
Director, Phronésis

Helen Hattab
Marc Hanke

Debbie Harwell
Editor, Center for Public History

Nick Jacobsen
Director, Energy € Sustainability

Ioannis Konstantinidis
Laurie Lambeth

Alexandra Landon
Director, Cullen Honors Program

Janet Lawler

Assisstant Director, Office of
Community Engagement
Director, Community Advocacy €/
Responsive Engagement (CARE)
Program

Christine LeVeaux-Haley
Robert Liddell

John Lunstroth

Abigail Modaff

Sophie Moore

lain Morrison

Dan Price

Director, Data € Society
Director, Office of Community
Engagement

Director, Community Health
Workers Initiative

Jesse Rainbow

Max Rayneard

Director, The Creative Work
Minor

Amna Saiyed

Rita Sharp

Director, Honors in Co-curricular
Engagement

David Shattuck

Cengiz Sisman

Tamler Sommers

Marina Trninic

Timothy Vale

Lesli Vollrath

Andrew Werner

Robert Zaretsky



HoNors COLLEGE
ADVISORY BOARD

Members of the Honors College Advisory Board serve as ambassadors for the College, actively

supporting the Honors mission by taking leadership roles in fundraising and by promoting and
engaging the Honors College in the Houston business and civic community.

BoarRD MEMBERS

Kaitlyn J. Palividas, President Sean Haley

Anjay Ajodha Michael Wesley Harlan
Phillip Arvanetakis Steven Alexander Hecht
Blair E. Ault John Hounihan

M.H. (Butch) Cersonsky Diego Lopez

Martin B. Cominsky Michael D. Lore

Jeff Curren Dodd James Murphy

Michael Gapinski Chloe Ng

BoarD MEMBERS EMERITI

Vincent Davis Foster Matthew B. Steele
Carl Henry Moerer Jr. Sean Dennis Gorman

Michelle Noack
Michael Weldon Pipkin
Julie Paige Pradel

Lani Dunn Ramsey
Karen L. Webster

Trey Wilkinson

Arthur Yuan

John L. King
Gerald Balboa



IN REMEMBRANCE:;:
ARLENE MACDONALD

We are deeply saddened to share the passing of Dr. Arlene Macdonald.
Arlene joined the Honors College in 2023 as an instructor and director of the
Medicine and Society Minor. She brought new energy and a remarkable depth of

compassion to the advancement of equity in healthcare. She will be missed deeply.

In her honor, the Honors College has established the Arlene Macdonald Scholarship,
supporting students in the Medicine & Society program.

Find out more about the scholarship at www.thehonorscollege.com/arlenemacdonald
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THE HoNORs COLLEGE

ENTERING CLASS

ENTERING CLASS OF 2025

Number of Entering Students 703 Distribution by Class Rank in

Freshman Students 641 Secondary School

Mid-career Students 62 Top 10% 47%
(including 21 Valedictorians)

Gender Distribution Next 10% 20%

Female 54% Below 20% 13%

Male 46% Unranked 20%

Distribution by ACT Index

Ethnic Distribution ACT Index (SAT)
Asian 28% 30-36 (1360-1600) 42%
Hispanic 27% 27-29 (1260-1350) 24%
White 21% 25-26 (1200-1250) 10%
Black 13% <25 (<1200) 4%
International 4% Test Optional 20%
Unreported/Other 4%
Multicultural 3% Average ACT Index 30
New SAT Average 1380

Distribution by College 2025

Entering Class Overall
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design 9 53
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts 15 48
C. T. Bauer College of Business 93 361
College of Education 24 90
Cullen College of Engineering 199 578
Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality Leadership 7 16
Hobby School of Public Affairs 2 7
College of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences 151 553
College of Natural Sciences & Mathematics 173 702
Andy and Barbara Gessner College of Nursing 26 47

Undergraduate Student Success 4 21




INcoOMING HONORS STUDENTS

GERALD D. HINES COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE

Brayden Burton

Ignacio Guevara Sosa

Andrew Harris

Maya Hernandez
Abriella Joyner
Liam Markham

Ava Martinez
Ansie Olaleye
Maheen Patel

KaTHRINE G. McGOVERN COLLEGE OF THE ARTS

Sarah Alvarado
Matthew Baumer
Charlotte Bell
Kailey Bernal
Linri Boykin
Avery Dishman

Kyle Helberg
Zoe Kong
Tony Luong
Kamden Magee
Kai Plank

Ira Sison

C.T. BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Iman Abiodun
Cauri Adams
Majeda Agha
Amna Ahmed

Yasir Ahmed

Faith Alvarenga
Nicolas Aquino
Oluwadarasimi Awe
Melissa Baca

Keller Bahnsen
Tomiris Baisabayeva
Dallas Battles
Netra Baxi

Aleesa Beyabani
Olivia Candelaria
Nicholas Cevallos
Imaar Chauthani
Eric Chavez
Lucinda Chung
Cecilia Do

Jacob Ellis

Noah Fadhli

Alexa Farris

Joann Fernandez
Lucy Foltz
Matthew Frederick
Aneshka Frickleton
Adam Giap

Cade Gleeson
Yojani Henrriquez
Karleigh Homburg
Hailey Hua

Joseph Ibrahim
Daniel Idowu
Abdullaah Idris
David Johnson
Perla Juarez

Sanjay Kaipparettu
Rion Kendrick
Rayan Khan
Johnathan Klebuc
Cynthia Kong
Tolulope Kuye
Bao Le

Natalie Le

Grace Lerma
Trochez Lesly

Viet Ly

Nailah Mathew
Run Mawi

Sanya Misra
Olivia Mixon
Maia Morales Morales
Emily Nakata
Owen Newcomer
Kylie Ngu

Richard Swenceski
Isabella Van Kirk
Daniel Westmoreland
Phallon Wilhite

Kevin-Khai Nguyen
Nimi Osunsedo
Melina Paiz

Eric Pan

Valerie Ponce
Dominique Quellar
Sophia Rai

Fatima Razzak
Sophia Recio
Samantha Reichert
Christopher Requena Artola
Alexandro Reyes
Bryland Rivera
Stefany Rodriguez- Reyes
Kevin Rojas
Sukaina Salim

Nate Samuel

Nailea Sanchez
Karima Sedtal
Fatima Serrano
Abigail Sibhatu
Michael Soares
Trista Sparks

Jack Stinson

Leah Stinson

Nhi Su

Syon Telidevara
Huu Thanh Tran



C.T. BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS Continued

Alana Trinh
Rachel Trinh
Hammad Ur Rehman

Keira Vajdos
Cason Walton
JT Wei

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Mariyah Ahmed
Pamela Cabada

Cara Cerda

Madison Crittle
Xandrei Enano

Gaby Gonzalez Alanis
Olivia Greenhill
Hamna Haq

Joselyn Hernandez
Justin Hughes
Ammara Hussain
Kris Huynh

Salus Mason
Jenna Meyers
Khanh Nguyen
Jana Qaddoura

CULLEN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Avery Adams
Suyog Adhikari
Mahmood Adili
Owen Aggus
Arihant Agrawal
Aseema Ahmed
Melaak Ahmed
David Ajao Ajao
Fatema Al Jawahery
Rigoberto Alanis
Quirino Alberto
Omar Alburki
Burhanuddin Ali
Mohammed Ali
Tonimario Alvarado Reyes
Carlos Ambriz
Alejandro Aponte
Xavier Ardoin
Emanuel Arteaga
Sahran Ashoor
Ahmed Aslam
Damola Atobatele
Zaynab Aziz

Eray Bakacak
Nick Barrera
Flavia Baullosa Martinez
Simran Binnani
Reuben Bishop
Isaac Branker
Jonas Cabahug
N/a Campuzano
Akul Chandra
Leonardo Chavez

Aaryan Raju Chityala
Bryce Chrisman
Madeleine Coley
Dominick Concannon
Lola Contreras
Arlenne Cuello
Mohamed Dahir
Aya Dbouk

Colin Deatrick

Vy Do

Adeyemi Dosunmu
Joshua Ebinisi
Salma Elbakry
Ashley Emery
David Eshleman
Sasha Farrington
Zainah Fatima
Jacob Feick

Kyle Fleming

Max Flores

Jose Flores-Zelaya
Matt Gamez

Jonah Garcia
Kailey Garza

Jesus Gomez
Lorenzo Gomez Ventresca
Alex Gonzalez
Caleb Gonzalez
Mia Gordon
Chelsea Guerrero
Angel Gutierrez
Nancy Habazi
Trevor Hadd

Rachel Wilkinson
Lauren Yim

Fatemeh Rezaei
Joscelyn Romero
Mojisola Samuel
Gael Sandoval
QOditi Sharma
Yutika Sharma
Umer Siddiqui
Ella Van Dusen

Soha Haq

Jaydon Harris
Faraz Hasan
Hammad Hasan
Urooj Hashmi

Pax Heath

Dylan Hernandez
Aiden Hester
Riyad Holmes
Shruthi Ilavarasan
Ann Inciarte Flores
Arlan Izaguirre
Sana Jafri

Keziah James
Michelle Joseph
Anthony Jozwiak
Johnathan Kelley Kelley
Sidra Khan

Zain Khimani
Joseph Kim
Koennecke Koennecke
Andreas Krisanto
Cafer Kucukbasol
Matthew Kuruvilla
Joseph Lafranca
Ethan Lam

Huy Le

Martina Lease
Joseph Lesage
Samuel Levesque
Dax Leysath
Sebastian Li

Ayren Lightfoot



CULLEN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING Continued

Seaboon Liu
Gabriela Lopez
Abbas Lotf

Leon Lu

Dang Ly

Gianni Manoly
Maya Mantha
Carlos Marquez
Pavel Marquez
Mateo Martinez
Natalie Martinez
Luis Martinez Fernandez
Makani Mason
Sophie Mason
Ramin Matini
Cecilia Matt

Dylan Mckee
Maurice Melendez
James Menjivar
Neel Menon

Immy Moe

Fadhil Mohammed
Daniel Molina

Joel Montiel
Andres Navarro-Sanchez
Christine Nguyen
Henry Nguyen
Mateo Nicolas

Ian Norwood
Zeina Nouri

Lucas Noxon
Nusybah Nuha
Erin O’Connell
Prince Ogundeinde
Daniel Oluwagbade

Chidinma Onochie

Sarah Ortiz

Kirk Pacey

Nathan Paul

Jose Perez

Henry Pham

Timmy Pham

Kaitlyn Philip

Sharon Pisini

Caralyn Pittman

Emma Podraza

Vera Frances Presillas

Mohammad Mushfiqur
Rahman

Marisa Ramirez

Daniel Ramon

William Ramos

Ayaan Rana

Jenna Redwan

Aiden Renny

Cooper Rich

Brandon Rivera

David Rodriguez

Marcos Rodriguez

Jorge Rodriguez Martinez

Andrea Roman

Mariana Rosales

Axel Salas

Maria Salerni Longo

Max Sanchez

Christopher Santa

Keira Schnittke

Melih Selek

Cecily Sergent

Ibrahim Shakhrukh

Umar Shekha
John Siddiq
Daniel Silverio
Shamyuktha Somalinga
Senthilkumar
Christopher Sonoda
Cristian Sosa
Trevor Sumpter
Laiba Syed
Kelly Takorbisong
Unique Taylor
Ashar Thobani
Alwyn Thomas
Mia Torres
Hoang Tran
Jack Tran
Khanh Tran
Raunel Valdivia
Gracelyn Varghese
Isaac Vasquez
Oscar Vazquez
Braden Venable
Ariel Vilentchouk
Anh Vo
Patrik Wagner
Adeline Wallace
Ryan Wans
Nadia Whipple
Joseph White
Timothy Whitehead
Jacob Wills
Evan Ye
Samuel Zamora
Cruz Zavala
Parhom Zohari

CoNRAD N. HirtoN COLLEGE OF GLOBAL HOSPITALITY

LEADERSHIP

Keenyah Armand
Samuel Guzman
Jazmine Harris

Boty Kimball
Lena Moten
Abigail Pham

HosBY ScHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Samantha Marsella

Hoang Tuong Khue Vo

Eric Romano



COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Alizey Abbasi

Levi Abrahams
Alondra Acosta
Fareedat Adeleke
Mazen Al Mawed
Naila Alam

Dana Aljaff
Mustafa Alkhdhairi
Sarah Anighoro
Fernanda Arcos Alfaro
Isam Arshad
Adeen Asim
Rawan Barazi
Ann Joan Bateman
Haleema Bawany
Aj Bodunrin
Tristan Boudreaux
Amy Burdzinski
Nathaniel Burgardt
Emeria Burns
Abby Butler
Adielle Cano
Jonathan Carter
Isabelle Chang
Benjamin Chau
Stacy Chidi

Callie Collins
Evan Collins
Daniel Colucci
Klaire Comeaux
Bella Cortez
Antoine Cowan
Gracie Cruz
Emerson Curran
Eman Daud

Eloisa Davidson
Jaden De Leon
Karson Delany
Kesler Do

Hector Doratt
Lexi Edwards
Raghad El Shenawy
David Elhor

Mia Ensley

Valentina Espejo Carrillo

Juergen Evertsz
Tazmeen Fatima
Lacey Fruge

Faith Fruge’
Jacob Gaffney
Melissa Galdamez

Sara Garcia
Pablo Garcia Salcedo
Hannah Golden
Kaitlyn Gonzalez
Samuel Gorczyca
Ismael Guel
Kayori Harris
Kadence Henderson
Kira Hubbard
Emma Huffor

Vi Huynh

Oliver Ibarra
Inteeba Imtiaz
Ali Ismaeil
Marziya Jaffry
Isaiah Jefferson
Kelvin Johnson
Raef Kaafarani
Minnah Kaleemullah
Lola Kasali

Arfah Kashif
Neil Katta
Hayden Kincaid
Dorian Kinney
Nguyen Le
Maren Leedy
Emily Lile

Kalea Long
Gabriel Lopez
Joe Lopez
Brenton Matthes
Maria Mbasooka
Yacki Meza

Eden Michaels
Joshua Mills
Sophia Moncada
Joy Moore
Karrinton Moore
Emilio Moreno
Hana Munshi
Athul Nair

Julia Nape

Iqra Naveed
Klara Neale
Courtney Nguyen
Katlyn Nguyen
Tiffany Nguyen
Courage Nsude
Kaira Nworka
Grace Odedeji
Mercy Odedeji

Amanda Ohunyon
Gloria Olajimi
Amira Olaleye
Noah Ortiz
Vari Otarawanna
Jorge Palomo
Vamshika Panchbhavi
Neena Persad
Nora Pierce
Taryn Pool
Camille Prevot
Maryam Qaadri
Isabel Ramirez
Izzy Ramirez
Ruby Ramos
Helen Randolph
Carla Renovato
Valeria Reyes
Peter Reyneke
Kiara Rivera Rivera
Jarid Root
Maya Ross
Rebecca Salazar
Awa Sall
August Segelke
Megna Selva
Anoushka Shahane
Sidra Shaikh
Zunaira Shaikh
Lauren Shamlin
Anisah Sharif
Princess Shedrack
Romeyah Simpson
Shile Sosanwo
Cesar Soto
Sofia Sultan
Hina Tariq
Katelyn Thompson
Dana Tovar
Gretta Tshibola Wa
Ngalamulume
Aaron Tunstall
Can Unal

Oliver Vanbrackle Montes

Vidhu Weerasinghe
Karen Wei

Martin Whittington
Madison Williams
Amatullah Yamani
Kendall Young
Annie Zhou



COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS

Annie Abraham
Janessa Abraham
Moataz Abutahoun
Adriana Acevedo
Sohan Adi

Sana Ahmed
Zahra Ahmed
Zavier Ahmed
Reetag Albiaag
Kaitlyn Alexander
Emilia Alfaro
Hourelein Alhayali
Aiman Ali

Naisha Ali

Isabella Allred
Huda Alsagban
Anna Alvarado
Shamah Amichoh
Hailey Ansay

Ann Antony
Mohammad Anwar
Gabriela Arceo
Kareem Ashkar

Valeria Atencio Flores

Carlson Autor
O’rion Bailey
Katelinn Barnes
Sean Barreto
Andres Bass
Abhash Basumatary
Gregory Beekman
Muskaan Bhar
Ashir Bhatti

Ali Bilal

Kojo Boadu

Jacob Bryant
Genevieve Bynum
Joule Cavazos
Lauren Cevallos
Moaz Chatta
Dylan Chea
James Chotchuang
Maya Cooper
Devin Cornett
Abigail Crawford
Kazien Cronrath
Aiza Dada

Colin Dang

Orobosa Edosomwan
Amina El Kharrazi
Jordan Elder
Guevara Elmowafy
Abdelrahman Elsafdi
Adaeze Enemuoh
Nadia Fabre

Tomi Faleye

Jason Fisher
Sahana Gadgil
Nancy Galera
Clemente Gallegos
Karina Garcia
Arjun Godavarthi
Derik Godinez
Zaara Govind
Matthew Grant
Maya Green
Naveen Grewal
Hamsi Gullapalli
Ritika Gupta
Makayla Hall
Sophie Hall
Samantha Harris
Tien Hoang
Bradley Huerta
Sakina Hussain
Naomi Igbinovia
Sarah lirabi

AJ Jaja

Kavi Jajoo
Husnain Jawed
Naren Jayakumar
Adre Johns
Kendall Johnson
Minahil Junaid
Rose Kaur

Jeevan Kavanal
Dalya Khaleel
Abdullah Khan
Aliza Khan
Ammar Khan
Zane Khawaja
Zalan Kovalik
Krithiya Krishnamoorthy
Zebadiah Lake
Rayaan Lakhva
Joseph Le

Phuc Le

Steven Le

Ahonsi Longe
Milkey Lopez
Kayla Louis
Haojia Lu
Winnie Lu
Teresa Maguadog
Jackie Mangum
Rhonmar Marges
Angela Maria Raju
Abby Martinez
Daya Mathew
Neha Mathew
Kayla Maxson
Ashlyn McFarlin
Grayson Mcgown
Reggie Mendez
Jamia Merchant
Emna Meziou
Melvina Morkos
Adnan Motiwala
Amna Naviwala
Aarit Nazare
Aubrie Nguyen
Echizen Nguyen
Elizabeth Nguyen
Fiona Nguyen
Houston Nguyen
Isaac Nguyen
James Nguyen
Keely Nguyen
Makayla Nguyen
Peter Nguyen
Vikan Nguyen
Ruth Nnadi
Danielle Ochuka
Justin Orellana
Julia Patton
Keyan Pezeshki
Winfred Pham
Long Phung

Giri Pradeep
Jocelyn Reyes
Avani Reynolds
Leo Roembhild
Alana Rojas
Angel Rosales Garcia



COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS Continued

Jesus Salinas

Lucas Salom

Nyobie Seuga

Yousef Shehata

Divya Sivalenka

Z Smith

Samuel Soria-Galvarro
Nate Stoffle

Rhea Subramanian

Archana Sunilkumar
Michael Tan

Alina Toosy

Hannah Tse

Clara Turner
Jamaaldeen Usman
Trinity Uti

Iris Valdez

Anthony Van

Eshaan Vig
Anthony Vining
Maylin Vo

Sophia Westbrook
Nala Whitaker
Izzy Wilson

Riley Worthen
Merve Yuksel
Zeke Zein-Eldin

ANDY AND BARBARA GESSNER COLLEGE OF NURSING

Alysa Angeles

Amanda Anim-Kwapong

Ali Awawda

Erica Bennett

Mia Cantu

Lindsey Chan
Juliannamary Cheru
Junard Chua

Evy Cortez

Anthony Gil
Kennedy Glover
Valerie Guevara
Shahd Hassan
Bhagya Krishna
Hailey Lovelady
Mila Martinez
Karthik Mongattil
Jeslyn Odikpo

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT SUCCESS

Sophia Cisneros
Kaelin Lott

Alexiah Reyes
Grant Shelton

Anaisabel Padilla-Delosrios

Rania Qutub

Jason Red

Stephanie Rodriguez
Uriostegui

Sana Sahli

Noor Sallam

Jamila Sankoh

Milton Tran




2025 HONORS SCHOLARSHIPS

We thank our donors for supporting the following student, faculty, and staff scholarships and awards:

Alan B. Parker Scholarship

Amy and John Luchsinger
Scholarship

Andrews Kurths Scholarship

Balboa Recruitment
Scholarship

Becky and Truman Arnold
Scholarship

Bee and Kee Wong Award
for Excellence in Honors
Engagement

Bee and Kee Wong Faculty
Engagement Award

Ben and Cindy Talley
Scholarship

Bessie Monroe Ebaugh
Scholarship

CL Knapp/Chilton
Management Scholarship

Class of 1989 Scholarship
Cooper Industries Scholarship

Dorothy Bettencourt
Scholarship

Dr. Ted Estess Scholarship

El Paso Corp Merit
Scholarship

Enron Merit Scholarship
Everett Dyer Scholarship

Frank Hevrdejs Endowed
Scholarship

Fred and Mabel Parks
Scholarship
Goodman Scholarship

Government Securities
Corporation Honors
Scholarship

Great Conversation
Scholarship

Honors Coastal Corporation
(El Paso Corp) Scholarship

Honors Student Governing
Board Scholarship

Jack Blanton Scholarship

James E. Batts Memorial
Scholarship

Jan Family Scholarship

Jane and Robert Cizik
Scholarship

Jane and Ronald Lerner
Scholarship

Jane Blaffer Owen Scholarship
JD Fields Scholarship

Jeff Dodd and Susan Ohsfeldt
Scholarship

JP Morgan Merit Scholarship

Kaitlyn Jane Palividas
Endowed Scholarship for
Servant Leaders

Lay Presidential Scholarship

Lester and Sue Smith
Scholarship
Lively Family Scholarship

Lynette Autrey Honors
Scholarship

Mary Harding Hoffman
Scholarship

Matthew B. and Tamara Steele
Award for Teaching Excellence

McMillan/Gerstacker
Scholarship

Michelle and Ed Noack
Scholarship

Moya Family Scholarship

Olga and Gerardo Balboa
Scholarship

Phoenix Scholarship by Kim
and Kelly Hayes

Prometheus Annual Gift
Scholarship

Prometheus Endowment
Scholarship

Ross Lence Memorial
Scholarship

Sara Betten Court Scholarship
Steve Martin Scholarship

Steven Hecht and Deborah
Brochstein Scholarship

Sybil Pittman Estess
Scholarship

T.L.L. Temple Foundation
Scholarship

Ted L. Estess Award Faculty
Award

Thomas R. and Richard S.
Franklin Scholarship

TKE Scholarship

UH Foundation Excellence
Scholarship

UH Foundation Founders
Scholarship

University Community
Endowment Scholarship

Vince and Louise Foster Award
for Teaching Excellence

Wilhelmina Robertson Smith
Scholarship

William Randolph Hearst
Scholarship

The Honors College recognizes the National Merit Scholarship, the Tier One Scholarship, the
Terry Foundation, and the Provost Service Learning Scholarship for supporting Honors students

in 2025-2026 school year.









THE HUMAN SITUATION

Liberal education in the
Honors College begins with
“The Human Situation,” a
year-long course in which
students of all colleges and
majors join with faculty
representing a range of
humanities fields to read,
discuss, and write about the
foundational texts and ideas
of Western world literature.

Guided by the vision

of a common academic
experience for all Honors
College students, the course
began in the fall of 1977
with four professors, a mere
75 students, and a list of
ancient Greek texts. Today,
Teams Alpha and Omega
together enroll around 600
students and are taught by
nearly 20 professors. While
the classic texts of Greek
civilization — foundational
to modern science,

democracy, philosophy,
medicine, drama, and

academic life itself — still
figure prominently in the

The Human
situation fall semester, the course has

evolved to include books

from a number of other
ancient cultures. Recent “Antiquity” reading lists have featured texts from Roman, Hebrew, Christian,
Islamic, Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Indian and Chinese traditions.

Early in its history, the course grew to include a spring semester covering the origins of “Modernity,”
the period beginning with the Renaissance and leading to the present. Spring readings lists invariably
include a Shakespeare play, along with literary and philosophical texts representing broad intellectual
movements such as the Enlightenment, Romanticism, Modernism, and Post-Colonialism.

The course offers students several ways to engage with the assigned texts. Each week, they attend a
series of lectures given by an interdisciplinary team of Honors faculty, as well as small seminar-style
discussions led by a single faculty member. They write a number of critical essays on the assigned texts,
and receive detailed feedback on both the content and style of their writing. The semester culminates in
an oral final exam, during which students are called upon to think on their feet as they synthesize and
articulate their thinking over the course of the semester.
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Learn More:

ks HoNoRrs COLLEGE
MINORS

and Programs

CREATIVE WORK

The Creative Work minor is a pre-professional program for students interested in following great
ideas from inspiration to realization. Looking to exemplars in the arts and the solutions they inspire,
the minor asks students to bring their best minds to the world’s social, ethical, political, artistic, and
pragmatic challenges. The minor is dedicated to the notion that brilliant ideas rarely come to fruition
without interdisciplinary, collaborative approaches.

DATA & SOCIETY

The Data & Society minor explores the social impact of data science, including how new techniques
reflect broader economic and political systems and how these approaches impact humanities’ informed
decision-making. At the core of the minor are opportunities to work on projects that utilize data to
bring the needs and voices of Houston’s communities to the forefront. Students who complete the
minor will not only build knowledge and skills but will also leave with a meaningful story to tell about
their project.

ENERGY AND SUSTAINABILITY

The Energy and Sustainability minor is an interdisciplinary study of issues surrounding existing,
transitional, and alternative energy resources. Issues are approached from the perspectives of
engineering and technology, economics and business, architecture and design, public policy, and
history. Students in the minor will have the opportunity to meet key contacts in the energy field and
stay engaged in the business community.




HoNoRs COLLEGE
MINORS
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Data & Society

LEADERSHIP STUDIES

The Leadership Studies minor seeks to promote leadership development by educating students for and
about leadership in a complex world and is dedicated to advancing the field of leadership studies by
building upon and critically evaluating existing theoretical, research-based, and practical knowledge.
The goal of the minor is to prepare students to serve effectively in formal and informal leadership roles
in campus, local, national, and global contexts.

MEDICINE & SOCIETY

The Medicine & Society minor is an interdisciplinary course of study focused on the medical
humanities and health ethics. It is designed for both students pursuing a career in the health professions
as well as any other majors interested in gaining a deeper understanding of issues of health and disease
from a variety of perspectives. When it comes to the effective practice of medicine — empathic,
compassionate, and attentive — the study of humanities plays a crucial role. Not only does it lead to a
greater awareness of the many local, national, and global challenges faced by medical communities in
both the past and present, but it can also point to innovative future solutions as well.

PHRONESIS: POLITICS & ETHICS

Phronesis is the ancient Greek word for prudence, or practical wisdom. This Honors Minor and
Program in the study of Politics & Ethics aims to cultivate the faculty for prudence and practical reason
in its students through coursework and co-curricular activities. Students in this program develop their
capacities to engage difficult moral and political issues confronting our world today and to be prepared
to engage in the full activities associated with human virtue and good citizenship.
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AFFILIATED DISCIPLINARY
HoNORS PROGRAMS

BAUER BUSINESs HONORS PROGRAM

The Bauer Business Honors Program offers a specialized curriculum, networking opportunities, and a
close-knit community for Honors College business majors. With an outstanding curriculum and ample
opportunities to interact with alumni and corporate friends, Bauer Honors provides students with a

competitive advantage when entering the corporate world or pursuing graduate school.

CLASS HoNoORs PROGRAM

The College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CLASS) supports a robust Honors Program for high-
achieving students majoring in the humanities, social sciences, communication as well as in health
and human performance, with enriched Honors courses, immersive co-curricular experiences, and a
dynamic community of engaged peers and faculty mentors.

CuLLEN HoNoORs ProGraM (CHP)

A joint endeavor with the Honors College and the Cullen College of Engineering, this program
encourages engineering and technology students to take a bold approach to their education by making
connections between their courses, exploring the applications of their studies, pursuing undergraduate
research, and leading in their extracurricular pursuits. Students in the Cullen Honors Program join a
cohort that will challenge and support them throughout their four years and post-graduation.

3+3 HoNoRs ParoONESIS/LLAW DUAL DEGREE
ProGgraM (UH Law)

The 3+3 Law Dual Degree Program offers Honors College students the opportunity to learn more
about the necessary preparation for law school and the practice of law. Successful students have the
opportunity to begin studies at the UH Law Center following the completion of their third year in the
Honors College.



JoiNT CURRICULAR
PROGRAMS
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3+2 HoNoRs PHRONESIS/PuBLIC PoLicy DuAL
DEGREE PROGRAM (HOBBY ScHOOL OF PUBLIC

PoLicy)

The Honors College, in collaboration with the Hobby School of Public Policy and the College of Liberal
Arts and Social Sciences, offers a 3+2 Program, an Undergraduate/Masters in Public Policy Dual
Degree Program. The program will allow a small group of exceptional students the opportunity to enter
the Hobby School of Public Affairs’ Master of Public Policy (MPP) program one year early, at the end of
their junior year in the Honors College. The program offers mentoring, support, and advising.

THE HOUSTON PREMEDICAL ACADEMY (BAYLOR

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE)

The Houston Premedical Academy is a partnership between the Michael E. DeBakey High School for
Health Professions and the Baylor College of Medicine, where students apply for up to six conditionally
guaranteed slots at Baylor College of Medicine. Students are selected through interviews held at Baylor
College of Medicine during their senior year at DeBakey High School.

HMED (TiLmAN J. FERTITTA FAMILY COLLEGE OF
MEDICINE)

The HonorsMed (HMed) program provides up to six selected incoming students with a conditional
acceptance pathway to medical school each academic year. HMed is a partnership between the Honors
College and the Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine.
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OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH AND MAJOR AWARDS

The Office of Undergraduate Research and Major Awards (OURMA) provides
mentored research opportunities for undergraduates of all majors and departments
across campus. Participation in undergraduate research enables undergraduates to
make a difference in their fields and form strong mentorships with faculty members
in their discipline.

Learn More:

NATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS

Applying to national fellowships and major awards can be a critical component of any student’s
education. These opportunities are instrumental towards enhancing the academic and professional
development of a candidate, providing guidance and constructive feedback throughout the application
process, as well as valuable preparation for future applications, such as jobs and graduate school.
OURMA’s website includes information on undergraduate and graduate fellowships in addition to
research and internship opportunities.

SENIOR HONORS THESIS

The Senior Honors Thesis is a two-semester, six credit hour capstone research experience under the
guidance of a faculty mentor. Students of all majors can participate — membership in the Honors
College is not required. The Office of Undergraduate Research and Major Awards collaborates with the
Honors College and the college of the student’s major to oversee the thesis process and approval.
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OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH AND MAJOR AWARDS

HousToN SCHOLARS

Houston Scholars is a competitive program for high-achieving freshmen and sophomores to receive
mentorship and scholarship funding to pursue research, internships, and other distinctive experiential
learning opportunities. Through targeted programming, participants will hone their academic and
professional skills, develop connections with faculty, engage in scholarly endeavors, and be prepared to
apply to nationally competitive scholarships and top graduate programs.

Houston Scholars
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OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH AND MAJOR AWARDS

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROGRAMS

Research enables you to work one-on-one in collaboration with a faculty mentor, and to contribute
to original scholarship at the undergraduate level. OURMA provides support, resources, and research
opportunities for undergraduate students through faculty-mentored research programs.

ENERGY SCHOLARS

The Energy Scholars Program at the University of Houston provides undergraduate students the
opportunity to work on a year-long research project under the direction of a UH faculty mentor. The
program is generously funded by several energy stakeholders and is open to students of all disciplines
who are interested in working on a research project related to energy.

FrRAMEWORKS

The FrameWorks program is dedicated to elevating undergraduate critical inquiry in the
interdisciplinary humanities through mentorship and peer-support, an annual symposium and

the publication of undergraduate humanities research in a dedicated journal, FrameWorks. The
FrameWorks program is generously supported by the Honors College, the College of Liberal Arts and
Social Sciences, and the Cougar Initiative to Engage (CITE).

HonNoRrs FAcuLTY RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP

The Honors Faculty Research Assistantship, supported by the Lerner Family Fund, is an undergraduate
research opportunity coordinated by the Office of Undergraduate Research and Major Awards.
Students gain experience in research by supporting Honors College faculty members in their respective
research work.

HoustoN EarLY REsearcH ExPErIENCE (HERE)

The Houston Early Research Experience (HERE) program recognizes freshmen and sophomore
students who excel academically and are engaged in the campus and local community. This two-week

seminar series engages students from all majors and orients undergraduates to the fundamentals of
conducting research through faculty-led small group discussions and research presentations. The
HERE program concludes with student-developed research proposal presentations.




OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH AND MAJOR AWARDS

MELLON RESEARCH SCHOLARS

Supported by a third $500,000 grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, a total of 60
undergraduate students will receive financial support to participate in faculty-mentored research
activities between spring 2024 and spring 2027. This includes a two-week graduate school boot camp,
a 10-week full-time summer research experience, and a Senior Honors Thesis or intensive independent
research project.

ProvosT’'s UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH ScHOLARS (PURS)

The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Scholarship program provides talented students with the
opportunity to participate in a semester-long research project under the direction of a University of
Houston faculty mentor.

RESEARCH FOR ASPIRING Co0Gs IN THE HumanITIES (REACH)

The Research for Aspiring Coogs in the Humanities (REACH) Program at the University of Houston
is a collaborative effort supported by the Cougar Initiative to Engage and the Office of Undergraduate
Research and Major Awards. REACH provides a year-long introductory research experience for
students in humanities disciplines by connecting participants to existing research projects at the
University of Houston.

SuMMER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH FELLowsHIP (SURF)

The Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship program seeks to provide funding for rising UH
sophomores, juniors, and seniors across all disciplines to participate in a focused, full-time, 10-week
research experience under the direction of UH faculty.

e
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HoNoORSs COLLEGE COMMUNITY-
ENGAGED LEARNING PROGRAMS

The Honors College Community-Engaged Learning program brings community members, faculty, and
students together to address challenges affecting quality of life in the city and region.

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT T
The Office of Community Engagement (OCE) pursues community engaged

opportunities, building partnerships which allow students to work collaboratively
to address community challenges, including access to quality healthcare, education,
housing, employment, and a safe environment. The OCE works to maintain and

Office of Community
Engagement

develop new and existing partnerships in the community. It supports, collaborates,

and consults with faculty and students on local experiential learning, community-engaged research, and
sustainable community service projects. Additionally, it serves as a hub for coordinating community
opportunities including fellowships, merit-scholarships, volunteer and paid internships, and career
pathways.

CoMmmuNITY HEALTH WORKERS INITIATIVE (CHWI)

Community Health Workers (CHW) are the frontline of a transformation in health care where
prevention, behavior change, resource matching, and health advocacy all come from the communities
themselves. Students interested in becoming a certified CHW can complete a free 160-hour course
approved by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS). UH students study alongside
community members training to work in the frontlines for health and service non-profits. Each year
more than 250 community members and several dozen undergraduate students complete the CHW
certification.

ENGAGED DATA Science (EDS)

The Hewlett Packard Enterprise Data Science Institute (HPE DSI) partners with The Honors College to
support a set of community-engaged research and learning programs organized under Engaged Data
Science and unified around a central mission of re-orienting the role universities play in supporting
undergraduate students and local communities. The Engaged Data Science (EDS) program, founded

in fall 2019, supports long-term interdisciplinary research projects through the Data & Society minor
degree program, Data Analytics in Student Hands (DASH) research projects, and the George “Trey”
Pharis III Fellowship program, an innovative ten-week summer research experience. Each year, UH

students complete more than 150 long-term learning experiences through EDS programs.




HoNoORSs COLLEGE COMMUNITY-
ENGAGED LEARNING PROGRAMS

CARE ProGram

ﬂ CARE Program
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The CARE Program is a student-led, four-year program in the Honors College, focused on developing
students’ curiosity and care for the world they live in. Students in CARE are dedicated to improving
lives in the community by responding to the economic, social, and structural challenges affecting
quality of life in the city of Houston. Through their project-based service, students learn critical skills,

including teamwork, leadership, advocacy, civic engagement, research and social inquiry, and project

planning and management. Even more, they learn about the lives and stories of the communities

they work alongside. CARE students serve on one of multiple student-led projects aimed at building

collaborative community partnerships addressing education opportunity gaps, food insecurity, and
more.

Hownors iIN ComMUNITY HEALTH
(HICH)

Honors in Community Health (HICH) seeks to build
healthy communities through a multidisciplinary
approach to overcoming barriers for underserved
populations. This collaborative, registered student
organization (RSO) uses its understanding of the non-
medical drivers of health to explore multiple types

of service: community engagement, advocacy, and
research. HICH provides all students at the University
of Houston the opportunity to design, implement,
and lead a wide variety of community health

projects. Through support from the Honors College
and Community Health Workers Initiative, HICH
members are given the opportunity to pursue projects
that best suit their interests, values, and goals.
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OTHER HONORS EXPERIENTIAL
LEARNING PROGRAMS

uston Health Museum = THE HOUSTON HEALTH
MuseumMm

The Houston Health Museum, a Smithsonian affiliate,
annually hosts Honors College interns. The hands-on
experience includes working with kids in summer science
camps, teaching in the DeBakey Cell Lab, leading the
Global Teen Medical Summit, working with museum staff
on exhibitions and programs, and giving visitors tours.

HoNoRs IN Co-CURRICULAR ENGAGEMENT

The Honors in Co-Curricular Engagement
(HCCE) transcript designation is awarded to
students upon graduation who pursue a broad
range of experiential learning opportunities
from freshman to senior year. Students can
pursue undergraduate research, internships,
learning away and abroad, service learning,
leadership experience and other academic
enrichment opportunities. Students are
strongly encouraged to be intentional

about their program selection and focus on
experiences that support their long-term
goals, help them develop skills they need, and

J Honors in Co-Curri-
cular Engagement

align with their values and interests.

Ross M. LENCE MASTER TEACHER SERIES

Ross M. Lence taught in the Political Science department and the Honors
College for 35 years until his passing in 2006. Dr. Lence had a profound
commitment to and intense interest in the power of great books and

the promise of young people. His teaching method relied upon Socratic
conversation; his style could be provocative, always challenging - and
intellectually rigorous; and his dedication to the education of his students
relentless. In this Series, the Honors College honors the memory and
legacy of Dr. Lence by bringing other master teachers to campus whose
careers have shaped and honed the hearts and minds of their own
undergraduate students for decades, and inviting them to engage
with students, faculty, alumni, and friends of the Honors College

— in a series of events including course lectures; workshops and

Ross M. Lence The Lence master | informal discussions with faculty, students, and alumni; public

Teacher Series

talks and the keynote address at a formal dinner.
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THE GRAND CHALLENGES FOrRUME™,

FaLr 2025 THEME: IN TIME

The Grand Challenges Forum encourages students to think critically, discuss openly, and
learn unequivocally. The Honors College welcomes a dynamic group of distinguished
scholars, authors, activists, and artists in an effort to further the University’s commitment

to intellectual rigor, critical thinking, and scholarly excellence. The Grand Challenges

Forum offers students a time to hear a wide range of lectures dedicated to a common

theme, which for the fall 2025 academic semester is “In Time.”

The Grand Challenges Forum is open to the entire UH Community. The lectures will be held
on Fridays from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. in the Honors College Commons. For more information,

please visit: thehonorscollege.com/gcf.

Friday, September 5, 2025

Joshua Ellis, M.D., MPH ('12)
Attending Faculty Physician, University
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
“When Every Second Counts:
Lessons from the ER and the
Journey to Becoming a Healer”

Note: This event will take place in

Cemo Hall 100D

Friday, September 19, 2025

Paul Carrese, Ph.D.

Founding Director, School of Economic
and Civic Thought and Leadership,
Arizona State University

“Civic Education for Our
Constitutional Order”

Friday, October 17, 2025

Alberto Garcia Gémez, Ph.D.
Chairholder, UNESCO Chair of
Bioethics and Human Rights

“Building Ethical Bridges in Times
of Polarization: Global Bioethics and
Integral Ecology”

IN TiME.

Friday, October 24, 2025

Robert Proctor, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus, Connecticut College
“From Violence to Beauty: Cicero’s
Response to the Constitutional Crisis
of the Roman Republic”

Friday, November 14, 2025

Robert Satcher, M.D., Ph.D.

Former NASA Astronaut and

Associate Professor, Department of
Orthopaedical Oncology, The University
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
“Space Exploration, Space Tourism,
and the Future of Space Travel”

FORUM

The Grand
Challenges Forum
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Learn More:

HoNORS LEARNING ABROAD
AND LEARNING AWAY

Honors Learning
Abroad/Away

2024- 2025 LEARNING ABROAD/AWAY

Learning Abroad:

Rome, Italy: Global Bioethics with
the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics &
Human Rights

2
L nig‘ 1oad Es
bme.-_lt aly* GI6bal Bioethics

with the UNES€O Chair in
Bloethlds & Hulﬁan h



HoNORS LEARNING ABROAD
AND LEARNING AWAY

2025-2026 LEARNING ABROAD/AWAY

EF T T

Learning Abroad: -
&Germany/ Czech Republic/PolA
. - o 7Y

Learning Away: === i
Washington, D.C.=—
P B S
Learning Abroad: - Learning Abroad:
The Netherlands ,&  Bioethics in Rome

Learning Abroad:

¥
Leatging Abr
GalapaGO! Research Based Learning Abroad!

¥
Dorftinican Republi¢

UH LEARNING ABROAD OFFICE

Learn More: The University of Houston Learning Abroad office wants to help you explore new

worlds. The office can help you acquire a passport and develop a Learning Abroad
plan that complements your Honors education. Attend a Learning Abroad 101

Workshop to learn about program options, scholarships and funding opportunities,

U earie academic and program eligibility, and how to find the best program for you.
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Learn More:

HoNoORs DEBATE
-y PrROGRAM

Debate Program

The University of Houston Honors Debate Program is the home of competitive speech and debate on
campus. A co-curricular program of the Honors College, it harnesses the competitive energy of UH
undergraduates to engage them in research, argumentation, and leadership on the grand challenges
facing contemporary society. As a high-impact key engagement activity, its strategic goals are to
cultivate competitive success, encourage campus engagement, and foster community building across
Houston and beyond. The team is made up of three components:

PoLicy DEBATE

The oldest and longest running form of debate in the country. This focuses on one policy proposition
for the entire year and requires master’s degree level research from its participants. The Policy Debate
program traces its heritage to the earliest days of the University, when it was one of the most successful
in the nation. In the last few years it has returned to that level, being consistently ranked in the top-ten
in the country and is regularly one of the largest in the nation.

MoDELS DEBATE

This format of debate focuses on students roleplaying as delegates in a variety of international
organizations (e.g. the United Nations, Arab League, the G20, or the World Health Organization.) This
format focuses on reaching consensus with fellow students, grasping the complexities of international
relations, and understanding the nuances of negotiation and compromise.

LEGAL DEBATE

Students engage in debate formats that emphasize legal education, teaching both theory and practice
in American jurisprudence. This includes Moot Court where students engage in competitive appellate
advocacy regarding complex legal cases, and other formats of debate centered around domestic and
international law. These formats train students in legal advocacy and help to teach the nuances of the
law as it is applied and not just theorized.

Honors Debate Mu
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Learn More:

Honors College
Honor Societies

HoNors COLLEGE
HoONORS SOCIETIES

Pu1 BETa Karra

Since its founding in 1776, Phi Beta Kappa (PBK), the nation’s oldest and most
prestigious honor society, has celebrated excellence in the liberal arts and sciences
and championed freedom of thought. PBK recognizes the best and brightest liberal
arts and sciences undergraduates and grants lifelong membership through a highly
competitive selection process. The Mu of Texas chapter, PBK’s 284th, was installed on
March 4, 2016, at the University of Houston.

Pu1 Kaprra PHI

Established in 1897, Phi Kappa Phi (PKP) is the oldest honor society to recognize
excellence across the academic disciplines. Invited members graduate in the top 10
percent of their class. When translated from Greek, PKP’s motto is “Let the love of
learning rule humanity”” This is demonstrated by the society’s mission to engage its
community of scholars in service to others. The University of Houston chapter was
installed in 1949.

OmicroN DeLTA KaPra

L OAK

Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK) is the national leadership honor society. Its purpose
is to recognize University of Houston students who have demonstrated exceptional
leadership and scholarship. ODK acknowledges and encourages achievement in
scholarship, athletics, campus community service, social and religious activities,
campus government, journalism, speech, mass media, and the creative and
performing arts.

2025 Phi Beta Kappa Induction



HoNoRrRS COLLEGE STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS

CLUB THEATER

Club Theater is a student acted, directed, produced, and written theater troupe that produces a series of
short plays every semester showcasing the theatrical talent of Honors students. Club Theater welcomes
individuals with all levels of experience and interest in all aspects of theater.

HoNORS AMBASSADORS

Ambassadors are a select group of Honors College students who represent the College to both internal
and external constituencies, including prospective students, alumni, and donors.

HoNoRs COLLEGE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

The Honors College Mentorship Program provides guidance and support to incoming students
through peer mentoring. Incoming Honors students are encouraged to meet with student mentors
regularly as well as participate in a variety of Honors community building events to ensure a successful
transition to the University of Houston.

Honors IN ComMmunNITY HEALTH (HICH)

This student-led organization with over 200 members facilitates seven independent projects oriented
around community health engagement, advocacy, and research. HICH also acts as an incubator for
projects that emerge from existing collaborations between UH students and community partners
(including the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship program).

TERRY SCHOLARS

The Terry Scholars chapter promotes student success both inside and outside the classroom, providing
its members an academic support network and sponsoring monthly community service opportunities
open to all University of Houston students.
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THE GREAT CONVERSATION
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Saturday, February 21, 2026

The Museum of Fine Arts, He on

lE'H."l_I alconversationh:

THE GREAT CONVERSATION

Learn More:

(O
The Great
Conversation

The Great Conversation is the Honors College’s biggest annual fundraising night!
The 34th edition of our yearly gala will take place on Saturday, February 21, 2026 at
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.

Each table will feature a lively, thought-provoking discussion topic led by an Honors
professor, alum, or Houston business leader.

Established in 1992, this event unites the Honors community while raising funds for Honors College

scholarships.

Find out more about The Great Conversation at www.thegreatconversationhouston.com.



THE OFFICIAL ONLINE STORE OF THE HONORS COLLEGE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

THEHONORSCOLLEGE.COM/MERCH

GET YOUR MERCH AT THE

THE HONORS ONLINE STORE!

VISIT US ONLINE AT THEHONORSCOLLEGE.COM/MERCH TODAY!

The Honors College
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
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