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ASSENT TO TAKE PART IN A RESEARCH STUDY

PROJECT TITLE: [Enter Title]

You are invited to take part in a research study conducted by [insert name(s) of investigator(s)] a [Academic Position/Status] at the University of Houston.

You can say no if you do not want to take part in this study. Adults cannot make you be in this study if you do not want to. If you agree to take part in the study now, but change your mind about it later, you can stop being in the study, and no one will be mad at you.

WHAT IS RESEARCH?

Research is a way to learn information about something. Researchers study different subjects the way you study English or math as a subject in school.
There are many reasons people choose to be in a research study. Sometimes people want to help researchers learn about ways to help people or make programs better.

You should understand why you would say yes to being a research subject. Take the time you need to decide if you want to be in this study. You can ask [Name] and your [Class] teacher any question you have about the study.
WHY ARE WE DOING THIS RESEARCH?
In our research we want to learn about [Enter and explain subject].
WHAT WILL HAPPEN DURING THE STUDY
Describe the study procedures in simple language. Avoid medical terms or technical languages. Describe the time involved and number of visits. Consider carefully what information would be important for a child to make their decision. 
COULD GOOD THINGS HAPPEN TO ME FROM BEING IN THIS STUDY?

If the study will not directly benefit the child, explain how the research may help other children in the future. For example, “What we learn in this research will not help you now. When we finish the research we hope we know more about XX. This may help other children with XX later on.
OR “This research may help you if the study drug makes you better. Since we are testing this drug, we don’t know if this drug will help you. What we learn may help other children later on with XX.
COULD BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO ME FROM BEING IN THIS STUDY?
Explain that sometimes things happen to people in research studies that may hurt them or make them feel bad. In this study, describe the possible risks and discomfort that may occur. Social or emotional risks need to be described as well as the physical risks. The language should be tailored to young children and provide information important for the child.
If you are asking the child to answer surveys or questionnaires be sure to describe any discomfort or embarrassment that may occur from answering questions. Explain they don’t have to answer any questions they don’t want to answer. Explain if you will share their information with any others (e.g. their parents, their doctors, their teachers).
DO I HAVE OTHER CHOICES?
You can choose not to take part in this study, and you can decide you no longer want to be in the study at any time. You may choose to not answer any question that you are not comfortable with.  If you choose to stop taking part at any time, you will not be penalized.
WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?

If you have any questions or worries about the research, you can ask [Enter Name] at [Enter Number] before, during, or after the research. If you wish to talk to someone else or have questions about your rights as a research subject, call the University of Houston Institutional Review Board at (713) 743-9204.

 

DOCUMENTATION OF SUBJECT ASSENT
I agree to take part in this study called: ______ [Enter Title] ________.
Signature of minor participant: _____________________________________________
Date: ____________________________

ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING MY RIGHTS AS A RESEARCH SUBJECT MAY BE ADDRESSED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD (IRB) AT 713-743-9204.  ALL RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT ARE CARRIED OUT BY INVESTIGATORS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ARE GOVERNED BY REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
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