
Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae 

   

1                              Last update: 07/01/2026 

  

Yok-Fong Paat, Ph.D., LCSW 

Graduate College of Social Work 

University of Houston 

3511 Cullen Blvd  

Houston, TX 77204  

ypaat@uh.edu | (713) 743-4452 

 

EDUCATION  

 

Doctor of Philosophy (in Sociology), May 2012, The University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK. 

Qualifying Exams: Quantitative Methods and Sociology of the Family 

 

Master of Professional Studies (in Data Analytics), May 2018, The Pennsylvania State University. 

Graduate Certificate (in Applied Statistics) 

 

Master of Social Work, May 2004, The University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK. 

CGPA: 4.0 

 

Bachelor of Social Work, April 2003, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI. 

Minors: Guided Interdisciplinary Minor, Psychology, and Sociology 

Honor: Magna Cum Laude  

 

LICENSE AND CERTIFICATION  

 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker (OK License # 2008 – 2012: 3619; TX License # 2012 – present: 57029)  

Academy of Certified Social Workers (2012 – 2015) 

 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 

 

Health behavior, violence, mental health, social determinants of health, ecology of families, child well-

being, life course, socio-ecological approach, immigration, homeland security, criminology, artificial 

intelligence, quantitative and qualitative methods, and community-engaged arts. 

 

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS 

 

Note: * undergraduate student author; † Master’s student author; ⸙ Ph.D. student author — All student 

authors were under my direct supervision; ☺ community partner. 

 

1. ⸙Eneh, S., Tuwleh, L., Onukansi, F., Chiburoma, A., Ogini, I., Joseph, O., Miller, D., Nazir, A., 

Ikhuoria, O., Anokwuru, C., Obi, C., Ojo, T., & Paat, Y.-F. (2026). Strengthening health systems 

in lower-middle-income countries (LMICs) in Africa through the WHO Hub for Emergency 
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Preparedness and Outbreak Response. One Health Outlook, 8. 12. https://doi.org/10.1186/s42522-

026-00197-5 

2. Paat, Y.-F., Gutierrez, M., ☺Scully, S., Wagovich, S., Stevens, K., Contreras, G., & Torres, M. L. 

(2026). Hope and despair: Life outlook as a predictor of loneliness among veterans. Journal of 

Prevention and Health Promotion. 7(1), 145-172. https://doi.org/10.1177/26320770251351954 

3. Paat, Y.-F., Hope, T. L., Wagovich, S., Cheon, H., Cruz, E. M., & Orezzoli-Garcia, M. C. E. 

(2025). Understanding factors associated with social disconnectedness and educational 

disengagement among school-aged youth during the COVID-19 pandemic. Discover Public 

Health, 22, 666. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12982-025-00922-x 

4. Yeager, K. H., Paat, Y.-F., Argus-Calvo, B., Childress, D. C., Beavers, E., & Peralta Matus, B. 

(2025). Factors influencing job satisfaction and intent to leave among early intervention 

professionals. Infants and Young Children. https://doi.org/10.1097/IYC.0000000000000310 

5. Paat, Y.-F., *Dorado, A. V., *Garcia Tovar, D. E., *Myers, N. W., ☺Ruiz, S. L., ☺Perez, D. A., 
†Ramirez Vara, B., Camacho, E., Núñez-Mchiri, G. G., ☺Zamora, H., Jr., Singh, K. C, & Polanco, 

R. (2025). Toward a sustainable future: Advancing health promotion in underserved populations 

through collaborative engagement. Sustainability, 17(16), 7507. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su17167507 

6. Paat, Y.-F., Yeager, K. H., Cruz, E. M., Cole, R., & Torres-Hostos, L. R. (2025). Understanding 

youth violence through a socio-ecological lens. Social Sciences, 14(7), 424. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci14070424 

7. Paat, Y.-F., *Garcia Tovar, D., *Myers, N. W., Orezzoli, M. C. E., Giangiulio, A., *Dorado, A. 

V., & Torres-Hostos, L. R. (2025). Leveraging an arts-based approach to foster engagement, 

cultivate kindness, and prevent violence. Behavioral Sciences, 15(6), 799. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/bs15060799 

8. Paat, Y.-F., *Dorado, A. V., *Myers, N. W., *Martinez, A. & ☺Scully, S. (2025). Mental health 

challenges and barriers to veterans’ adjustment to civilian life on the U.S.-Mexico Border. 

Healthcare, 13(3), 220. https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare13030220 

9. Paat, Y.-F., Srinivasan, S. M., & Lin, M.-L. (2024). A socio-ecological approach to understanding 

self-regulation among adolescents with developmental challenges and delays. International 

Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health. https://doi.org/10.1515/ijamh-2024-0050 

10. Paat, Y.-F., Mangadu, T., Payan, S. L., & Flores, S. C. (2024). Rethinking the roles of the Social 

Determinants of Health in bystander intervention for partner violence among college students. 

Societies, 14(11), 229. https://doi.org/10.3390/soc14110229 

11. Paat, Y.-F., & Lin, M.-L. (2024). A socio-ecological approach to understanding the utility of 

kindness in promoting wellness: A conceptual paper. Social Sciences & Humanities Open, 10, 

101159. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssaho.2024.101159 

12. Paat, Y.-F., Hope, T. L., Ferreira-Pinto , J., & Olvera Alvarez, H.  (2024). A bio-psycho-social 

approach to understanding optimism and pessimism in response to stress. European Journal of 

Investigation in Health, Psychology and Education, 14(10), 2671-2685. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/ejihpe14100176 
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13. Lin, M.-L., & Paat, Y.-F. (2024). Perceived emotional self-efficacy and life satisfaction of 

elementary school children on the US-Mexico Border. Global Pediatric Health. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/2333794X241286719 

14. Morales, D. X., & Paat, Y.-F. (2024). Hesitancy or resistance? Differential changes in COVID-19 

vaccination intention between Black and White Americans. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health 

Disparities, 11, 23-35. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40615-022-01494-1 

15. Paat, Y.-F., Camacho, E., ☺Ruiz, S. L., *Garcia Tovar, D., Núñez-Mchiri, G. G., Duarte-Gardea, 

M. O., Corral, G., Oviedo Ramirez, S., Markham, C., Torres-Hostos, L., Singh, K. C., ☺Zamora, 

H., Jr., & *Myers, N. W. (2024). A socio-ecological approach to a community-based health 

promotion intervention on the U.S.-Mexico Border: Insights and lessons learned during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Journal of Applied Social Science, 18(1), 62-77. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/19367244231202715 

16. Paat, Y.-F., & Hope, T. L. (2024). Physical and psychological intimate partner violence among 

Hispanic origin emerging adults: Co-occurrence, bidirectionality, and persistence. Journal of 

Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma, 33(2), 143-160. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2023.2174465 

17. Paat, Y.-F., & Morales, D. X. (2024). Perceived discrimination and relative deprivation as 

predictors for age differences in loneliness. Social Work in Mental Health, 22(5), 623-644. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15332985.2024.2357352 

18. Srinivasan, S. M., & Paat, Y.-F. (2024). A data-centric approach to understanding the 2020 U.S. 

Presidential Election. Big Data and Cognitive Computing, 8, 111. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/bdcc8090111 

19. Lin, M.-L., Paat, Y.-F., Cooper, A., Molina, C., Smith, E., Millar, C., & Fierro, C. (2023). A 

universal mental health promotion program that demonstrates psychosocial benefits for elementary 

school students who perceive low emotional self-efficacy. Journal of Occupational Therapy, 

Schools, & Early Intervention, 16(4), 450-465. https://doi.org/10.1080/19411243.2022.2106342 

20. Paat, Y.-F., Hope, T. L., & ⸙Dominguez, S. (2023). Substance use behavior among Hispanic 

emerging adults in Los Angeles, California. Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse, 22(2), 453-

476. https://doi.org/10.1080/15332640.2021.1952131 

21. Paat, Y.-F., Hope, T. L., ☺Zamora, H., Jr., & ☺Hernandez, E. (2023). Predictors of general 

deviance in the context of COVID-19. International Journal of Offender Therapy and 

Comparative Criminology. https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X231172644 

(Note: First and second authors contributed equally to this manuscript) 

22. Paat, Y.-F., Orezzoli, M. C. E., Ngan, C.-K., & Olimpo, J. (2023). Racial health disparities and 

black heterogeneity in COVID-19: A case study of Miami Gardens. Journal of Applied Social 

Science, 17(2), 190-208. https://doi.org/10.1177/19367244221142565 

23. Paat, Y.-F., Torres-Hostos, L., *Garcia Tovar, D., Camacho, E., ☺Zamora, H., & *Myers, N. W. 

(2023). An integrated ecological approach to countering targeted violence on the US-Mexico 

Border: Insights and lessons learned. Journal of Prevention & Intervention in the Community, 

51(4), 375-395. https://doi.org/10.1080/10852352.2023.2297096 
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24. Wong, N. C. W., & Paat, Y.-F. (2023). Understanding the link between COVID-19 and 

HIV/AIDS stigmas. Journal of Applied Social Science, 17(2), 272-290. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/19367244231159609 

25. Ngan, C.-K., Paat, Y.-F., & ☺Green, R. (2022). HDSS: A healthcare decision support system on 

combining domain knowledge and data analytics for predicting potential risk of mental health. 

International Journal of Applied Decision Sciences, 15(4), 465-491. 

https://doi.org/10.1504/IJADS.2022.10040987 

26. Paat, Y.-F. (2022). Factors facilitating and hindering volunteering practices among ethnic-racial 

minority immigrants on the US-Mexico border. Journal of Civil Society, 18(1), 49-68. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17448689.2022.2061549 

27. Paat, Y.-F., ☺Marentes Saucedo, C., ☺Rojas, R., *Muñoz. J., *Molina, A. A., *Yoshimoto, M., 
⸙Sanchez, S., *Gonzalez, A. M., & *De La Hoya, R. (2022). Living in limbo: Aspiration-

attainment gap, occupational health risks, and intergenerational mobility of migrant farm workers 

in El Paso, Texas. Journal of Poverty, 26(1), 73-91. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10875549.2021.1890666 

(Note: Second, third, and fourth authors contributed equally to this manuscript) 

28. Paat, Y.-F., Markham, C., & Mangadu, T. (2022). Risky sexual behavior among Mexican-origin 

emerging adults in Los Angeles. Social Work in Public Health, 37(8), 781-795. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19371918.2022.2089798 

29. Paat, Y.-F. (2021). A life course approach to understanding volunteering practices among ethnic-

racial minority immigrants on the US-Mexico border. Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences. 

43(3), 257-277. https://doi.org/10.1177/07399863211035619 

30. Paat, Y.-F., & Markham, C. (2021). Digital crime, trauma, and abuse: Internet safety and cyber 

risks for teens and emerging adults in the 21st century. Social Work in Mental Health, 19(1), 18-

40. https://doi.org/10.1080/15332985.2020.1845281 

31. Paat, Y.-F., *Morales, J., *Escajeda, A. I., & ☺Tullius, R. (2021). Insights from the shelter: 

Homeless shelter workers’ perceptions of homelessness and working with the homeless. Journal 

of Progressive Human Services, 32(3), 263-283. https://doi.org/10.1080/10428232.2021.1969719 

32. Paat, Y.-F., Orezzoli, M. C. E., & Mangadu, T. (2021). Partner violence among female students 

attending Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) in emerging adulthood. Victims 

& Offenders, 16(4), 519-539. https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2020.1818152 

(Note: First and second authors contributed equally to this manuscript) 

33. Perez, L., Moya, E., Paat, Y.-F., Khatib, M., Floresca, R., & Chávez Baray, S. (2021). 

Interpersonal and structural complexities among women experiencing homelessness in a U.S.-

Mexico border community. Ehquidad International Welfare Policies and Social Work Journal, 16, 

13-38. 

34. Paat, Y.-F., ⸙Chavira, M., *De La Hoya, R., & *Yoshimoto, M. (2020). Immigrant family 

socialization: Perspectives from adult children of Mexican origin and their parents in the United 

States. Journal of Comparative Social Work, 15(1), 60-83. 

https://doi.org/10.31265/jcsw.v15.i1.320 

35. Paat, Y.-F., ☺Hernandez, E., Hope, T. L., *Muñoz, J., ☺Zamora, H., Jr., Sanchez, M. H., & 

Contreras, S. (2020). “Going solo” or joining gangs while doing time: Perceptions of prison gangs 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2020.1818152


Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae 

   

5                              Last update: 07/01/2026 

  

among the formerly incarcerated. Justice System Journal. 41(3), 259-276. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/0098261X.2020.1785360 

36. Paat, Y.-F., Markham, C., & Peskin, M. F. (2020). Co-occurrence of dating violence 

victimization subtypes: Assessing the influence of family factors, dating attitudes, risky behaviors, 

and the moderating effect of gender among school-aged teens. Violence and Victims, 35(4), 467-

502. https://doi.org/10.1891/VV-D-18-00159 

37. Paat, Y.-F., Markham, C., & Peskin, M. F. (2020). Psycho-emotional violence, its association, co-

occurrence, and bidirectionality with cyber, physical and sexual violence. Journal of Child & 

Adolescent Trauma, 13, 365-380. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40653-019-00283-z 

38. Paat, Y.-F., *Morales, J., Pellebon, D., ☺Tullius, R., *Escajeda, A. I., & Alcantara, R. (2020). 

How I became homeless: Stories of homeless shelter residents in El Paso, Texas USA. Journal of 

Comparative Social Work, 15(1), 8-34. https://doi.org/10.31265/jcsw.v15.i1.316 

39. Paat, Y.-F., & Torres, L. R. (2020). Diseases don’t need passports: A life course approach to 

understanding high-risk sexual behaviors and transmission of diseases among international 

travelers. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment. 30(6), 695-710. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2020.1737297 

40. Paat, Y.-F., Torres, L. R., Morales, D. X., Srinivasan, S. M., & ⸙Sanzhez, S. (2020). Sensation 

seeking and impulsivity as predictors of high-risk sexual behaviors among international travelers. 

Current Issues in Tourism, 23(21), 2716-2732. https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2019.1666808 

41. Srinivasan, S. M., Paat, Y.-F., Kalule, R., Harvey, T. & Halls, P. (2020). Predicting re-admission 

to hospital for diabetes treatment: A machine learning solution. International Journal of 

Computational Biology and Drug Design, 13(5/6), 539-554. 

42. Olimpo, J., Apodaca, J., Hernandez, A., & Paat, Y.-F. (2019). Disease and the environment: A 

health disparities CURE incorporating civic engagement education. Science Education and Civic 

Engagement: An International Journal, 11(1), 13-36. 

43. Paat, Y.-F., & Markham, C. (2019). The roles of family factors and relationship dynamics on 

dating violence victimization and perpetration among college men and women in emerging 

adulthood. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 34(1), 81-114. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260516640544 

44. Paat, Y.-F., *Morales, J., ☺Tullius, R., Moya, E. M., & Alcantara, R. (2019). A life course 

approach to understanding homelessness of shelter residents. Journal of Social Distress and the 

Homeless, 28(2), 176-185. https://doi.org/10.1080/10530789.2019.1640410 

45. Paat, Y.-F., & Torres, L. R. (2019). Pathogens without borders: Ecological determinants of sexual 

risk-taking behaviors among international travelers across the life course. Journal of Health 

Research, 33(4), 301-313. https://doi.org/10.1108/JHR-09-2018-0095 

46. Paat, Y.-F., Hope, T. L., ☺Zamora, H., Jr., †Lopez, L. C., & †Salas, C. M. (2018). Inside the lives 

of Mexican origin ex-convicts: Pre- and post-incarceration. International Journal for Crime, 

Justice and Social Democracy, 7(4), 83‐99. https://doi.org/10.5204/ijcjsd.v7i4.931 

47. Markham, C. M., Peskin, M. F., Addy, R. C., Wilkerson, J. M., Johnson-Baker, K., Santa Maria, 

D., Hernandez, B., Schick, V., Shegog, R., Tortolero Emery, S., Paat, Y.-F., & Temple, J. R. 

(2017). Assessing the need and receptivity for an integrated healthy sexual and dating 
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relationships intervention for community college students. Journal of Applied Research on 

Children: Informing Policy for Children at Risk, 8(1).  

48. Paat, Y.-F. (2017). The roles of family, neighborhood, and school contextual factors on social 

work minority students’ educational aspirations and integration. Journal of Human Behavior in the 

Social Environment, 27(3), 232-249. https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2016.1272524 

49. Paat, Y.-F., & ☺Green, R. (2017). Mental health of immigrants and refugees seeking legal 

services on the US-Mexico border. Transcultural Psychiatry, 54(5-6), 783-805. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1363461517746316 

50. Paat, Y.-F., Hope, T. L., †Lopez, L. C., ☺Zamora, H., Jr., & †Salas, C. M. (2017). Hispanic 

exconvicts’ perceptions of challenges and reintegration. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation, 56(2), 

87-109. https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2016.1268233 

51. Paat, Y.-F., Hope, T. L., Mangadu, T., Núñez-Mchiri, G. G., & Chávez Baray, S. (2017). Family- 

and community-related determinants of intimate partner violence among Mexican and Puerto 

Rican mothers in fragile families. Women's Studies International Forum, 62, 136-147. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2017.05.004 

52. Paat, Y.-F. (2016). Life course, altruism, rational choice, and aspiration in social work education. 

Research Papers in Education, 31(2), 234-253. https://doi.org/10.1080/02671522.2015.1027725 

53. Paat, Y.-F. (2016). Strain, psychological conflicts, aspirations-attainment gap, and depressive 

tendencies among youth of Mexican immigrants. Social Work in Public Health, 31(1), 19-29. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19371918.2015.1087910 

54. Paat, Y.-F., & Markham, C. (2016). A gendered approach to understanding the roles of social 

bonding, personal control, and strain on college dating violence in emerging adulthood. Journal of 

Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma, 25(8), 793-811. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2016.1194938 

55. Paat, Y.-F., & Markham, C. (2016). Young women’s sexual involvement in emerging adulthood. 

Social Work in Health Care, 55(8), 559-579. https://doi.org/10.1080/00981389.2016.1199454 

56. Paat, Y.-F. (2015). Children of Mexican immigrants’ aspiration-attainment gap and educational 

resilience. Diaspora, Indigenous, and Minority Education: Studies of Migration, 

Integration, Equity, and Cultural Survival, 9(1), 37-53. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15595692.2014.980804 

57. Paat, Y.-F. (2015). Parental depressive tendencies, gender, and immigrant status in fragile 

families. International Journal of Culture and Mental Health, 8(4), 396-413. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17542863.2015.1034739 

58. Paat, Y.-F. (2015). The roles of life course resources on social work minority students’ 

educational aspirations. International Journal of Lifelong Education, 34(2), 121-138. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02601370.2014.980341 

59. Paat, Y.-F., & Hope, T. L. (2015). Relationship dynamics, gender, and criminal offending in 

fragile families. Journal of Family Violence, 30(2), 227-241. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-014-

9666-6 

60. Paat, Y.-F., & Hope, T. L. (2015). The effects of marital culture and social structure on marital 

aspirations and attitudes in “fragile families.”  Journal of Family Social Work, 18(3), 143-163. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10522158.2015.1023388 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwi4tK3irKfTAhVJ3IMKHbt2DDsQFggiMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fhome%2Ftps&usg=AFQjCNGHshdCBL0_ouxJGGuJUKSAVKdhRw&bvm=bv.152479541,d.amc
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02775395
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61. Paat, Y.-F. (2014) Family and community determinants of educational attainment in Mexico. 

Child & Youth Services, 35(1), 61-87. https://doi.org/10.1080/0145935X.2014.893749 

62. Paat, Y.-F. (2014) Risk and resilience of immigrant women in intimate partner violence. Journal 

of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 24(7), 725-740. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2013.853018 

63. Paat, Y.-F., Wu, W., & Hope, T. L. (2014). Child health and family emotional climate in early 

childhood. Journal of Family Social Work, 17(5), 405-417. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10522158.2014.940636 

64. Paat, Y.-F. (2013). Relationship dynamics and healthy exchange across the family life cycle: 

Implications for practice. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 23(8), 938-953. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2013.777008 

65. Paat, Y.-F. (2013). Understanding motives for migration in working with immigrant families. 

Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 23(4), 403-412. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2013.771521 

66. Paat, Y.-F. (2013). Understanding the role of immigrant families' cultural and structural 

mechanisms in immigrant children's experiences beyond high school: Lessons for social work 

practitioners. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 23(4), 513-528. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2013.765817 

67. Paat, Y.-F. (2013). Working with immigrant children and their families: An application of 

Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social 

Environment, 23(8), 954-966. https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2013.800007 

68. Paat, Y.-F., & Pellebon, D. (2012). Ethnic identity formation of immigrant children and 

implications for practice. Child & Youth Services, 22(2), 127-145. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/0145935X.2012.704785 

69. Piotrowski, M., & Paat, Y.-F. (2012). Determinants of educational attainment in rural Thailand: A 

life course approach. Population Research and Policy Review, 31(6), 907-934. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-012-9242-9 

(Note: Both authors contributed equally to this manuscript) 

70. Paat, Y.-F. (2011). The link between financial strain, interparental discord and children’s 

antisocial behaviors. Journal of Family Violence, 26(3), 195-210. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-

010-9354-0 

71. Paat, Y.-F. (2010). Influences of mothering and neighborhood on children’s behavioral outcomes. 

Children, Youth and Environments, 20(1), 91-122. 

 

EDITORIAL 

 

1. Paat, Y.-F. (2023). Building a safer community through proactive prevention and intervention. 

Journal of Prevention & Intervention in the Community. 51(4), 287-291. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10852352.2024.2321401 
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FUNDING 

 

External Funding Awarded 

2026 – 2027 National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), Grants for Arts Projects (GAP), Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works. $15,000. Awarded. Project title: Bridging Creativity. (Role: PI). 

2025 – 2026   Southwest Key Programs, Inc. through Cooperative Agreement for the Refugee and 

Migrant Behavioral Health Technical Assistance Center, SM-23-023, Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). $100,000. Awarded. Project title: 

Building Mental Health Resilience in Migrant and Refugee Communities. (Role: PI). 

2023 – 2025 Fiscal Year 2023 Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention (TVTP) Grant  

Program, DHS-23-TTP-132-00-01, The Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Office 

for Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention (OTVTP). $296,806. Awarded. Project 

title: REACH (Resilience, Education, Action, Commitment, and Humanity): Using Critical 

Media Literacy, Civic Learning, and Arts-Based Approaches to Countering Terrorism and 

Targeted Violence on the US-Mexico Border Region and Beyond. (Role: PI/PD). 

2022 – 2023 Border Biomedical Research Center (BBRC) Pilot Research Program through the National 

Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities. $100,000. Awarded. Project title: 

Healthcare Providers’ and Community Feedback on Intersecting Cancer-related Health 

Disparities: A Pilot Study to Inform Public Health Intervention Design. PI: Mangadu. 

(Role: Key Personnel/Data Analyst; 9 months at 3% effort). 

2021 – 2025 U.S. Department of Education through Texas Health and Human Services Commission. 

$707,372. Awarded. Project title: Targeting Early Intervention Personnel Turnover through 

Proven Retention Strategies. PI: Argus-Calvo. (Role: Key Personnel/Data Analyst; 9 

months at 5% effort in 2023). 

2021 – 2023 Fiscal Year 2021 Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention (TVTP) Grant  

Program, DHS-21-TTP-132-00-01, The Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Office 

for Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention (OTVTP). $750,000. Awarded. Project 

title: REACH (Resilience, Education, Action, Commitment, and Humanity): An Integrated 

Ecological Approach to Countering Terrorism and Targeted Violence on the US-Mexico 

Border Region. (Role: PI/PD). 

2021 – 2026 Healthy Tomorrows Partnership for Children Program, HRSA-21-031, Health Resources 

& Services Administration, Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Division of Maternal and 

Child Health Workforce Development. $250,000. Awarded. Project title: Healthy Families 

Healthy Kids Initiative. (Role: PI/PD). 

2019 – 2021 OVW FY 2019 Rural Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking 

Program, OVW-2019-15825, The U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against 

Women. $283,676. Awarded. Project title: US-Mexico Border Rural Communities 

Response to Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence. PI: Mangadu. (Role: Key Personnel/Data 

Analyst; 3 months at 5% effort). 

2018 – 2021 OVW FY 2017 Grants to Reduce Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and 

Stalking on Campus Program, OVW-2017-11904, The U.S. Department of Justice, Office 

on Violence Against Women. $299,999. Awarded. Project title: Continuation Application: 
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UTEP Coordinated Community Response (CCR) Initiative for Reduction of Sexual 

Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence and Stalking on Campus. PI: Mangadu.  

(Role: Key Personnel/Evaluation; 9 months at 4% effort). 

2017 DHS Summer Research Team Program for Minority Serving Institutions Follow-on 

Funding, The U.S. Department of Homeland Security. $45,000. Awarded. Project title: 

Sexual Health Hazards and Border Security in International Travel. (Role: PI). 

2016 DHS Summer Research Team Program for Minority Serving Institutions, The U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security. $26,215.40. Awarded. Project title: Bidirectional 

Exchange of Global Sexual Health Hazards in International Travels: Implications for 

Border Security. (Role: PI). 

2015 – 2018  OVW Fiscal Year 2015 Grants to Reduce Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating 

Violence, and Stalking on Campus Program, OVW 2015-4032, The U.S. Department of 

Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. $299,995. Awarded. Project title: The 

University of Texas at El Paso Coordinated Community Response Initiative for Reduction 

of Sexual Assault. PI: Mangadu. (Role: Key Personnel/Evaluation; 9 months at 2% effort). 

 

Internal Funding: The University of Texas at El Paso 

2022– 2023 Community-Academic Partnership Capacity-Building Program (CAP2), College of Health 

Sciences, The University of Texas at El Paso. $7,000. Awarded. Project title: Health 

Disparities in Spinal Cord Injuries on the US-Mexico Border. PIs: Gutierrez & ☺Prieto. 

(Role: Co-PI/Faculty partner). 

2018 BUILDing SCHOLARS Travel Awards Program for Faculty, The University of Texas at El 

Paso. $2,000. Awarded. 

2018 University Research Institute (URI) Award, The University of Texas at El Paso. $5,000. 

Awarded. Project title: Volunteering Engagement and Persistence among Ethnic Minority 

Immigrants. (Role: PI). 

2016 BUILDing SCHOLARS Travel Awards Program for Faculty, The University of Texas at El 

Paso. $2,000. Awarded. 

2016 – 2017 BUILDing SCHOLARS Seed Funding Program, The University of Texas at El Paso. 

$30,138. Awarded. Project title: Outcomes Associated with Latin@ Student Engagement 

in an Interdisciplinary CURE. PI: Olimpo. (Role: Co-PI). 

2015 Community-Academic Partnership Capacity-Building Program (CAP2) 

College of Health Sciences, The University of Texas at El Paso. $4,000. Awarded. Project 

title: Immigrants and Refugees in Need. (Role: PI with ☺R. Green). 

2015 Community-Academic Partnership Capacity-Building Program (CAP2) 

College of Health Sciences, The University of Texas at El Paso. $4,000. Awarded. Project 

title: Environmental Scan of Services for Children with Disabilities in El Paso. PIs: 

Summers & Barceleau. (Role: Faculty partner). 

2013 University Research Institute (URI) Award, The University of Texas at El Paso. $5,000. 

Awarded. Project title: Altruism, Rational Choice, and Aspiration in the Profession of 

Social Work. (Role: PI). 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCES 

 

The University of Texas at El Paso 

Courses Taught: 

2012 –  CHSC 6385 Independent Study 

CHSC 6388 Research Applications 

  CHSC 6390 Directed Study 

CHSC 6398 Dissertation I 

CHSC 6399 Dissertation II 

RSRC 4033 Undergraduate Research 

SOWK 2320 Social Welfare Policy and Services I 

SOWK 2331 Human Behavior & Social Environment I 

SOWK 3175 Independent Study 

SOWK 3320 Social Welfare Policy and Services II 

SOWK 3341 Human Behavior & Social Environment II 

SOWK 3350 Diagnostic Systems for Generalist Social Work 

SOWK 4370 Generalist Social Work Practice III 

SOWK 5313 Research Project 

SOWK 5370 Social Work Research 

 

SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE 

 

Grant Reviewer 

2023 National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 

2023  National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 

2021 National Science Foundation's Law and Science (LS) Program 

 

Guest Editor  

2026 – 2027   Journal of Prevention and Intervention in the Community 

  (Special Issue: Artificial Intelligence in Mental Health and Quality of Life) 

2024 – 2025    Discover Public Health 

  (Collection: Ecology, Risk Factors, and Interventions in Youth Mental Health) 

2024 – 2025    Healthcare 

(Special Issue: Advancing Mental Well-Being and Health Equity in Marginalized 

Communities) 

2022 – 2024  Journal of Prevention and Intervention in the Community  

(Special Issue: Violence Prevention and Intervention; 2023, Volume 51, Issue 4) 

 

Journal Editorial Board 

2024 –  Journal of Prevention and Intervention in the Community 
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Manuscript Reviewer (Past and Current) 

American Behavioral Scientist  

Archives of Community Medicine and Public Health  

Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority Psychology 

Educational Studies 

Families in Society  

Healthcare 

Journal of Adolescent Health 

Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma 

Journal of Family Issues 

Journal of Family Social Work 

Journal of Family Studies  

Journal of Family Violence  

Journal of Forensic Psychology Research and Practice 

Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment 

Journal of Latinos and Education 

Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 

Journal of Prevention and Intervention in the Community 

Journal of the Society for Social Work and Research  

Psychology of Violence  

Social Science & Medicine 

Social Work in Health Care 

Sociological Inquiry  

Spanish Journal of Psychology 

VOLUNTAS: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

 

2026 – Professor, Graduate College of Social Work, University of Houston, Houston TX. 

2024 – 2026 Professor, Department of Social Work, The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso TX. 

2018 – 2024 Associate Professor, Department of Social Work, The University of Texas at El Paso, El 

Paso TX. 

2013 – 2026 Affiliate Faculty, Interdisciplinary Health Sciences Ph.D. Program, The University of 

Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX. 

2012 – 2018 Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work, The University of Texas at El Paso, El 

Paso TX. 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS  

 

2024 College Marshal, College of Health Sciences, The University of Texas at El Paso. 

 (Selected based on exceptional academic stature). 

2024 Certificate of Recognition, Harmony Public Schools West Texas. 
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 (Given in recognition of exceptional service as a valuable 2023-2024 Partner in Education). 

2023  Provost’s Faculty Fellow for Community-Engaged Scholarship, The University of Texas at El  

 Paso. One month's summer salary and two course releases for 2 years. 

(Awarded to one faculty member to lead efforts to support faculty community-engaged 

scholarship). 

2023 Faculty Fellow for Scholarship and Research, College of Health Sciences, The University of 

Texas at El Paso. $5,000 and one course release for 2 years. 

 (Awarded to one faculty member from the College of Health Sciences to cultivate a strong 

research culture within the college) 

2022 New Grant Award Recognition for Outstanding Efforts in Securing Extramural Funding, Office of 

Research and Sponsored Projects, The University of Texas at El Paso.  

(Awarded for REACH, with V. Manjarrez) 

2021 New Grant Award Recognition for Outstanding Efforts in Securing Extramural Funding, Office of 

Research and Sponsored Projects, The University of Texas at El Paso.  

(Awarded for Healthy Families Healthy Kids Initiative) 

2020 Mentoring Award, College of Health Sciences and UTEP BUILDing SCHOLARS, The University 

of Texas at El Paso. $1,000. 

 (Awarded to one faculty member from the College of Health Sciences for excellence in mentoring 

students in research. Four UTEP colleges participated in the Mentoring Award program) 

2019 Awardee, Summer Sabbatical Program, UTEP BUILDing SCHOLARS NIH Award # 

RL5GM118969. $14,000. 

 (Awarded to six visiting faculty researchers from UTEP and the pipeline partner institutions) 

2018 Awardee, Summer Sabbatical Program, UTEP BUILDing SCHOLARS NIH Award # 

RL5GM118969. $14,000. 

 (Awarded to six visiting faculty researchers from UTEP and the pipeline partner institutions) 

2017 New Grant Award Recognition for Outstanding Efforts in Securing Extramural Funding, Office of 

Research and Sponsored Projects, The University of Texas at El Paso. 

2015 Perfect Attendance during the Centennial Year, UTEP Aware Program, CLASS XXIV, The 

University of Texas at El Paso. 

2015 Friend of a Registered Student Organization (RSO), Student Engagement & Leadership Center, 

The University of Texas at El Paso. 

 (Named by students as a faculty member of the university who has positively impacted an RSO) 

2015 Awardee, Summer Sabbatical Program, UTEP BUILDing SCHOLARS NIH Award # 

1RL5MD009592. $14,000. 

 (Awarded to five visiting faculty researchers from UTEP and the pipeline partner institutions) 

2014 Recipient, Spring 2015 Teaching Release Opportunity for Grant Proposal Writing, the Provost 

and Vice President for Research, The University of Texas at El Paso. 

2012 Ph.D. Student of the Year, Sociology Department, The University of Oklahoma. 

 (Awarded to the most outstanding sociology Ph.D. student annually) 

2012 1st place Graduate Award, Visual Sociology, Southwestern Sociological Association.  

 (Photography essay title: Housing Inequality in Malaysia) 

2012 Distinguished Graduate Paper Award, Southwestern Sociological Association.  
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 (Paper title: A Comparison of Two Theoretical Explanations in Assessing Immigrant Children’s 

Assimilation Pathways) 

2011 Sam and Shaindel Singer and Hyman and Rose Teller Scholarship, The University of Oklahoma. 

2011 Sooner Heritage Scholarship, The University of Oklahoma. 

2011 1st place, Graduate Student Paper Competition, Alpha Kappa Delta: The International Sociology 

Honor Society. 

 (Paper title: Family and Community Determinants of Mexican Children’s Scholastic Performance) 

2011 Robert E. and Mary B. Sturgis Scholarship, Arts and Science College, The University of 

Oklahoma. 

2011 2nd place Graduate Award, Visual Sociology, Southwestern Sociological Association. 

 (Photography essay title: Family Determinants of Educational Inequality for School Children: 

Human Capital, Financial Capital, and Social Capital) 

2011 2nd place “People’s Choice” Award, Visual Sociology, Southwestern Sociological Association.  

 (Photography essay title: Family Determinants of Educational Inequality for School Children: 

Human Capital, Financial Capital, and Social Capital) 

2010 Sam and Shaindel Singer and Hyman and Rose Teller Scholarship, The University of Oklahoma. 

2010 Sooner Heritage Scholarship, The University of Oklahoma. 

2010 Outstanding Asian-American Student Award, Asian-American Student Life, The University of 

Oklahoma. 

2010 1st place, Poster Presentation of Graduate Research in the Area of Social Science, Fine Arts and 

Humanities, Student Research and Performance Day, The University of Oklahoma. 

 (Poster title: The Link between Financial Strain, Interparental Discord and Children’s Antisocial 

Behaviors) 

2009 Sam and Shaindel Singer and Hyman and Rose Teller Scholarship, The University of Oklahoma. 

2009 Grasmick Summer Research Award, Sociology Department, The University of Oklahoma. 

2009 Empowerment of Spirit Award, Women’s and Gender Studies, The University of Oklahoma. 

2003  Whitney M. Young Jr. Scholars’ Award, School of Social Work, Western Michigan University.  

 (Awarded annually to one social work minority undergraduate whose service and scholarship fit 

the ideals Whitney M. Young Jr. presented) 

1999 Sunway College Tun Dato’ Seri Omar Ong Entrance Scholarship, Sunway College Malaysia. 

 

 


