Changing the Direction of Child
Welfare Practice




The Children's Bureau (CB) is
committed to:

* refocusing our nation’'s child welfare system on

strengthening families’ capacity to care for their
own children;

* reducing the numbers of children traumatized by
abuse and neglect; and

* breaking the inter-generational cycle of trauma
and maltreatment.
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STRATEGIES TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES:
THE CHILDREN'S BUREAU'S VISION FOR CHANGING NATIOMAL CHILD WELFARE PRACTICE
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Prioritize the importance of families
» hildran must be kaept n thear comemunabies and schaols
* Foster parents must beconse rRescurces 1o help support birth parenes

Focus our interventions on the weall-baeing

of children and their parants
v Scddrees both paraent and child trauma
» Crhon't causs additicmal trauma through unnecessary remossal

Build the capacity of communities to support

their children and families
 Locally based rescurces and services:
» Supports families nead most be located wheaers famibas e

Develop and support a healthy and stable child welfare workforce
» i ormyetant, skilled, amd informed
» I tapable and visicnary eadershis



Family First Opportunities:

* to begin to break persistent inter-generational cycles of
maltreatment and family difficulty

* to envision a vastly improved way of serving children and
families, one that focuses on strengthening their
protective and nurturing capacities instead of separating
them:

* Through the kinship navigator program, the opportunity
to focus on supporting relatives as placement resources
for children in foster care,

* to use federal funding to reduce the trauma that
children and parents experience when a foster care
placement occurs;



Family First Opportunities -contined

* to use federal funds to provide substance abuse
treatment services that lead families into the child
welfare system and break down barriers to parents
seeking SA Treatment

* to develop a vision and outcomes that are shared across
child and family serving programs and agencies;

* to shape the foster care system around family-based
care rather than group care except when absolutely
needed and appropriate for a child; and

* to help service providers to diversify and develop a
broader range of services designed to strengthen families
and reduce trauma.
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