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B Bulletins for Professionals

Belonging Matters—
Helping Youth Explore
Permanency

If you are a child welfare or adoption professional
working with youth in foster care, you have an important
role in ensuring that young people explore adoption or

"Belonging Matters — Helping Youth
Explore Permanency

other permanency options and understand the necessity
of developing permanent connections for support and
resilience as they near adulthood. Professionals need to
help young people in transition fully explore and process
what the different options may mean for them so they
can make an informed decision—one that represents
their best interests and sets them up for success.

Discussions with youth about permanency should take
place over time, with close youth engagement and input.
Child Welfare Information Gateway conducted a series
of interviews with young people—those adopted from
foster care and those who aged out of the system—to
help illuminate the beliefs and concerns that motivate

a desire for either achieving legal permanency or

emancipating without it and the emotions behind them.

The following are tips based on the shared experiences
of youth formerly in foster care, along with links to
resources that may help you in your work. Names have
been changed to protect identities.
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WHAT'S INSIDE

Help youth understand
what family, belonging,
and permanancy mean.

Help youth explore their
permanency options—
what they want and why.

Don't allow independent
living to be glamorized.

Recognize that family
loyalties may affect
youths’ desire to pursue
permanency.

Encourage birth family
connections.

Everyone's story is
unigue. Know the youth
you work with. Listen.
Advocate.

Be honest and direct
with the youth you serve.

Reterences
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B Factsheet

Long-Term Consequences of e

Child Abuse and Neglect Physical hesith
cOnsequences

Aside from the immediate physical injuries children i

can experience through maltreatment, a child’s ¥ :

[ | LO n g_Te r m CO n S e q u e n C e S Of C h i I d reactions to abuse or neglect can have lifalong -

and even intergenerational impacts. Childhood Belnod
A b u S e a n d N e I e Ct maltreatment can be linked to later physical, CONSEqUEnCEs
g psychological, and behavioral consequences as well B

; ; S
as costs to society as a whole. These consequences

may be independent of each other, but they also may i

be interrelated. For example, abuse or neglect may il s ob
stunt physical development of the childs brain and adverse childhood
lead to psychological problems, such as low self- Sxpenences

esteem, which could later lead to high-risk behaviors,

. Preventing and
such as substance use. The outcomes for each child 9

reducing the long-
may vary widely and are affected by a combination of e consequences
factors, including the child’s age and developmental of maltreatment
status when the maltreatment occurred; the type,
frequency, duration, and severity of the maltreatment; Cenclusion
and the relationship between the child and the

References

perpetrator. Additionally, children who experience
maltreatment often are affected by other adverse
experiences (e.g., parental substance use, domestic
violence, poverty), which can make it difficult

to separate the unigue effects of maltreatment
(Rosen, Handley, Cicchetti, & Rogosch, 2018).
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NUMEBERS
AND TRENDS

B Numbers & Trends

Child Maltreatment 2017: WHAT'S INSIDE

Summary of Key Findings o oy Ao
of mahreatmant wers

° This factsheet presents data from Child Maltreatment 'EF"W']lad and
®Child Maltreatment 2017: 207 ey e e sbmn y S| St

child protective services (CPS) agencies for Federal At child

M M fiscal year (FFY) 2017. The full Child Maltreatment i e
u I I l I I I a ry O ey I n I n gS 2017 report is available on the Children’s Burean
website at bttpyfwww acf hhs gov/programs/chy Whao were the child
vicEms?

resource/child-maltreatment-2017. The report includes
comparison statistics for the last 5 years. These
statistics indicate an increase in the overall rates

What were the most
corranon types of

of child victimization as well as an increase in the maltreatment?
overall rates of children who received a response from
a CPS agency. How many children died

from abuse ar neglact?

States voluntarily provide data on child abuse and i il

neglect to the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data neglected children?
System (NCANDS) that are used for the annual Child
Maltreatment report. States have their own definitions Who received services,

and what did they

of child abuse and neglect based on standards set by
nclude?

Federal law.! Additionally, States’ screening policies
and responses to maltreatment may differ, as does
what each State reports to NCANDS.
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B Numbers & Trends

®Child Abuse & Neglect

NUMEBERS
AND TRENDS

March 2019

Child Abuse and Neglect

.p = . _ga WHAT'S INSIDE
Fatalities 2017: Statistics
H How many children die
and Interventions il e
Despite the efforts of the child protection system, abuse and nagiect?

child maltreatment fatalities remain a serious

What groups of childre
problem ! Although the untimely deaths of children Eais

are most vulnerabla?

L] L] L] e
F t | t 2 O 1 7 [] St t t C n d due to illness and accidents are closely monitored,
a a I I e S [] a I S I S a deaths that result from physical abuse or severe How do these deaths

Interventions
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neglect can be more difficult to track. This ocour?
factsheet describes data on child fatalities and how
el - 2 i Who are the
communities can respond to this critical issue and,
perpetrators?

ultimately, prevent these deaths.

How do communities
respond to child
Linless othenwise noted, statistics in this factshest are takan Etalitie=?
from the Children's Bureau's Child Maltreatment 2017 (see
https:/fwwew.act hhs. gowich/resource/child-maltreatment-2017)

How can these fatslities

and refer to Federal fiscal year (FFY) 2017. Statistics refer to be pravent=d?
the year in which the deaths were determined to be from
maftreatment; in some cases, this may have been different from
the year in which a dhild actually died.

Summary

Additional resources

Referances
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B Sstate Statutes

"Mandatory Reporters of Child
Abuse & Neglect

STATE
STATUTES

Current | 1

A

WHAT'S INSIDE

Professinnals required m

Mandatory Reporters of e

Child Abuse and Neglect

persons
The Federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act (CAPTA) requires each State to have provisions "E’ﬁtm"““_"’"
or procedures for requiring certain individuals PEPONSDe 0 Ppott
to report known or suspected instances of Standards for making =
child abuse and neglect.! For this publication, report
information regarding mandatory reporting laws
was collected for all States. The results indicate F'M‘EQ’EF‘ -
that all States, the District of Columbia, American i
Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, behson of the
Puerto Rico, and the US. Virgin Islands identify reporter's name in the
in statute the professionals and other persons report

who are required to report instances of suspected

" Discl f th
child maltreatment. These statutes also address SR

reporter's identity
reporting by other persons, the responsibilities
of institutions in making reports, standards Surmimaries of State laws
for making a report, and confidentiality of the
reporter’'s identity. To find statute
information for a
- particular State,
AUSE § 508N gﬂ to

https/fwaw childwelfara
Qo iDpicssys temwiday
laws-policies/state/
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350+ Free Publications

= Bulletins for Professionals - research, practices, and policy information for child welfare
workers

= Factsheets - general information on child abuse and neglect, the child welfare system, and
Federal legislation

= Factsheets for Families - accessible information on topics in adoption, foster care, and
parenting

= |ssue Briefs - information for professionals and policymakers, including program examples
= Numbers and Trends - statistical research synopses

= State Statutes - snapshots of State laws around particular child welfare topics and the specific
laws for each State and territory
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Updated Web Sections

" Assessment of Children, Youth, & Families Affected by
Domestic Violence

= Assessing Parental Substance Use Disorders

" Child and Family Services Reviews

" (Client Rights

" Youth Involved with Juvenile Justice

" Partnering With Youth for Permanency Planning
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Updated Web Sections

= Educational Stability: Immediate Enrollment

* Educational Stability: School Transportation

» Educational Stability: Joint Collaboration

= Considering Siblings in Permanency Planning

= Developing Culturally Competent Adoption Services

= How to Report Suspected Child Maltreatment

= Working With Children, Youth, and Families After Permanency

= |dentification of Physical Abuse
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B Information Gateway Library

# LS. Department of Health & Human Services & Administration for Children & Families .E Children's Bureau
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ABOUTUS  CONTACT CHAT  RESOURCES INSPANISH

HOME TOPICS~  PUBLICATIONS~  LIBRARY~  STATE RESOURCES~  MORE TOOLS & RESOURCES - NEWS & EVENTS»

A

HOME LIGRARY

Library

Child Welfare Information Gateway library s1aff collect a wide range of literature relating
to child welfare, including child abuse prevention, child abuse and neglect, out-of-home
care, adoption, and ather topics. To our current collection of over 80,000 itemes, we add
approximately 250 resources a month to the library, including peer-reviewed journal
articles, books, evaluation reports, grantee final reports, and program reports.

Do you have resources to submit to our collection?
View Our Library Policy.

Search Qur library i
arch Our librar, Sign up for news and

updates.

To narmow your search or look for documents that include maore than one keyword, use
an amperzand (&) between the keywords.

To expand your search or look for documents that include any one of several keywords,
use a comma () between the keywords. See our Librany search tips for more help with
=earching our library.

For a more advanced search, use the Library Advanced Search. SUBMIT
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B Subscriptions
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Children’s Bureau Express (CBX)
Top stories, research, promising practices, publications, training

E-lert!
Monthly alerts about new Information Gateway products

Child Welfare in the News
Daily listing of news articles of interest to child welfare workers, administrators, and related professionals

Adoption Triad
Monthly e-brief of information, tools, and strategies to help build capacity to identify, recruit, and retain
adoptive families

The Grantee Connection
Quarterly digest featuring products, information, and lessons learned from select Children's Bureau
discretionary grants

State Resources
A snapshot of new State and local government child welfare publications added to the Information Gateway
Library

My Child Welfare Librarian
Monthly distribution of links to specific topics related to child welfare practice and organizations
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B cChild Welfare Information Gateway Podcast

il sounbcLoup Stream

Sign in Create account Upload eee

s ! 5
.. ‘ \ -
\ ]
h L W~
] '._-\_ - ‘

All  Tracks Albums Playlists Reposts (®) Station ©C Share
Child Welfare Information Gateway Followers Following Tracks
° Increasing the Impact of Community Organizations | # Podcast 9 0 42

- I- The Child Welfare i_nformation Gateway Podca_st
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from those working to improve child welfare
system. Our mission is to help adoption, foster
. I @ Like 3 Repost  [3 Share  ees More

Show more v
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B Stay Connected!

"Visit our website: www.childwelfare.gov

- Featuring Live Chat with Information Associates
"Email: info@childwelfare.gov
=Call toll-free: 1.800.394.3366
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In the meantime, let’s stay in contact

Angie Brown, MSW

Senior Manager, Child Welfare Strategic Initiatives
Child Welfare Information Gateway
angie.brown@childwelfare.gov
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